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1. Situation Analysis 

This section identifies the critical considerations identified through a review of all influencing 

documents. The detailed precis is provided at Appendix A, whilst key considerations and 

relevance are provided below. 

1.1 Shire of Dardanup Integrated Planning Framework 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework is the core decision making reference 

point for the Shire, and is required to be produced under legislation. All other documents 

are supporting documents and need to align to the framework. 

Shire of Dardanup: Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028 

The Strategic Community Plan provides the long term (10+ years) direction for the vision, 

values, aspirations and priorities of the Shire of Dardanup community. It is a fundamental 

cornerstone of the Integrated Planning Framework which directs future planning and 

investment. The stated vision is to: “Provide effective leadership in encouraging balanced growth 

and development of the Shire while recognising the diverse needs of the community”. 

Of the key objectives, the following are relevant to this Plan: 

 Objective 2: Environment:  

o 2.1 To protect, enhance and responsibly manage our natural Service Priority 

environment and public open spaces.  

o 2.2 To be environmentally sustainable.  

o 2.3 Land use provisions within the rural, industrial and urban areas reflect 

current and future needs. 

o 2.6 Be a place of diverse built form. 

 Objective 3: Community:  

o 3.4 To continue to be a safe and secure community.  

o 3.5 Our community will be a healthy place to live.  

o 3.6 Our community will have access to adequate health, community and 

social services 

 Objective 5: Amenity:  

o 5.2 To be a Liveable Community - To encourage physical activity by providing 

services and recreational facilities that encourage our community towards an 

active and healthy lifestyle. 

o 5.3 To be a Healthy and Supportive Community - To provide community 

facilities that enable a healthy community that volunteers, embraces lifelong 

learning and cultural awareness, and is involved with a diverse range of 

vibrant community, sporting, cultural and artistic organisations and pursuits. 
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o 5.4 To be a Safe and Secure Community - To support the community to feel 

safe and secure while using public open spaces, reserves and Council 

facilities. 

It is important in developing the Plan that these objectives are front of mind and the 

outcomes deliver against these requirements. 

Shire of Dardanup Corporate Business Plan 2020/21-2023/24 

The Corporate Business Plan confirms the budgeted requirements and actions. It 

incorporates the following requirements which potentially impact on the Plan: 

Environment: 

 Parks and Reserves Maintenance Program. 

 Local Planning Policy that embeds water sensitive urban design into new 

developments and urban renewal projects including Stormwater Harvesting.  

 Council policy that considers the use of Indigenous vegetation in public and private 

spaces.  

Community: 

 Undertake a universal accessibility audit based on DAIP. 

 Develop, Implement and Review a Community Facilities Plan. 

 Develop, Implement and review a Sport & Recreation Plan that supports and 

provides facilities for a range of sporting and recreation groups within the Shire. It is 

this requirement that the current plan relates to. 

Current Asset Management and Budgetary Commitments 

In order to support the Shire’s Corporate Business Plan and Long Term Financial Plan, a 

series of planning processes are undertaken to identify ongoing expenditure to replace and 

renew existing infrastructure. It is to be noted that Council funds are only available from 

general revenue, reserves or borrowings. Where possible, outside funding through grants 

will be applied for, reducing the Council’s contribution from these sources. Set out in Table 1 

below are the outputs from the Asset Management Planning Process which specifically 

relate to sport and recreation infrastructure (not the broader Council assets): 

Table 1: Current Budget Commitments Identified through the Shire of Dardanup Asset 

Management Plans (Source: Shire of Dardanup) 

ITEM New / 

Improvements 

Preservation 

/ Renewal 

REQUIREMENT YEAR 

Buildings 

Burekup 

Pavilion 

  $96,812 

$1,932,558 

2022/23 

2024/25 

Burekup Skate 

Park 

  $35,235 2023/24 
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Burekup 

Sporting 

Hardcourts 

  $2,049 

$74,131 

2022/23 

2026/27 

Eaton 

Recreation 

Centre 

(maintenance) 

  $1,580,583 10 year 

Commitment 

Eaton 

Recreation 

Centre (courts) 

  $188,456 

$5,020,855 

2025/26 

2027/28 

Eaton Skate 

Park 

  $1,000,000 2020/21 

Eaton Oval 

(Pratt Road) 

Clubrooms 

  $92,148 

$1,794,573 

2020/21 

2021/22 

Eaton Tennis 

Clubroom 

  $23,194 2025/26 

Eaton Oval 

(Pratt Road) 

Sporting 

Hardcourts 

  $376,900 2025/26 

Eaton Bowling 

Clubroom 

  $3,000,000 2020/21 

Wells 

Recreation 

Park Sporting 

Hardcourts 

  $309,233 2028/29 

Wells 

Recreation 

Park 

Clubrooms 

  $116,724 

$2,330,039 

2021/22 

2023/24 

Wells 

Recreation 

Park Sporting 

Hardcourts 

  $2,342 $304,602 

$2,585 

2022/23 

2025/26 

2026/27 

Dardanup 

Skate Park 

  $35,235 2023/24 

Dardanup 

Equestrian 

Centre 

  $19,892 2021/22 
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TOTAL $18,338,146  

RESERVE FUND SUMMARY $3,420,991  

SHORTFALL $14,917,155  

It is to be noted that a grant of $3m is identified for the bowling club development in 

2020/21 and $290,000 for the Eaton Skate Park in 2020/2021 which would reduce the overall 

shortfall to $11.627,155. Additional grants anticipated, which are unsecured include: 

 Burekup Skate Park      $17,618 

 Burekup Pavilion      $1,932,558 

 Eaton Oval (Pratt Road) Sporting Hardcourts   $180,000 

 Eaton Recreation Centre     $5,020,855 

 Eaton Oval (Pratt Road) Clubrooms    $1,794,573 

 Dardanup Skate Park     $17,618 

 Wells Recreation Park Clubrooms    $2,200,000 

 Wells Recreation Park Sporting Hardcourts   $200,000 

Additional investment is identified for pathways and are included under a separate asset 

management process. Reference is made in the document to mountain bike trails which are 

to be constructed to a standard in line with similar trails in the South West (generally 

provided by the state government through State Forest). Bridle paths (provided in strategic 

rural communities only) are identified as not catering for cyclists. Shared paths are 

considered a means of access to schools and recreation facilities, and are to be a minimum 

2m in width. A further document references parks and reserves with expenditure identified 

to upgrade planting, filtration systems and other smaller developments / park 

embellishment replacement / additions. Of note is a commitment to expand Wells 

Recreation Park with a BMX pump track or other active recreation at a cost of $86,151 in 

2027/28 and the development of East Millbridge POS in 2028/29. 

1.2 Other Relevant Shire of Dardanup Documents 

A summary of other relevant documentation (and those developed in partnership with 

others) may be considered as informing this plan or serves as additional information is 

provided in Table 2 below. The detailed precis of the documents and additional background 

information is provided at Appendix A. 

Table 2: A selection of key documentation influencing the delivery of the Sport and Recreation Plan 

Document Implications 

Shire of Dardanup 

Disability Access 

and Inclusion Plan 

2018 - 2023 

The Plan advocates for the continued upgrades of Shire facilities 

and infrastructure to comply with minimum access standards as 

required by Australian Standards on Access and Mobility (i.e.: AS 

1428 suite and BCA), ensuring that they are physically accessible. 
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Document Implications 

In particular, pedestrian facilities such as footpaths, bus stops, 

parks, reserves, etc.  

The shire is also committed to providing accessible toilets in any 

development or re-development. 

Shire of Dardanup 

Local Biodiversity 

Strategy 

Discussion Paper 

2009 

A key part of the Strategy will be to integrate natural area 

protection into the Shire’s planning system. Of particular 

relevance are actions related to the following specific areas: 

 Eaton: Ensure existing regional open space is reserved for 

recreation and conservation where there are natural 

areas. 

 Local reserves: All local reserves with natural areas should 

have management plans which identify, protect and 

restore the area’s natural values. 

Shire of Dardanup 

Community Safety 

& Crime 

Prevention Plan 

2018-2023 

The Plan identifies community safety and crime prevention 

priorities for the Shire, and the strategies that will meet these 

objectives. Key actions include: 

 To incorporate timely community engagement in the 

planning and design of public facility and open space 

upgrade projects, to help foster a stronger sense of 

inclusion and ownership of community spaces, helping to 

engender a greater sense of pride and willingness to 

respect the space and its amenities. 

 To incorporate design elements which help to activate 

public open space and promote the gathering of people 

from diverse demographics, such as community art 

projects and multi-generational recreation areas, as 

funding permits. 

Greater Bunbury 

Early Years 

Strategy & Action 

Plan 2018-2023 

The Strategy identified a percentage of children vulnerable in the 

physical domain was well above the state average, with other 

domains of concern varying. 

• A significantly lower proportion of SW children (33%) are 

sedentary than state-wide (39%)  

• Half of children (50%) did not do sufficient physical 

activity, and 

• One in twenty children (5%) reported height and weight 

measurements that classified them as obese. 

In respect of health and wellbeing, recommendations include: 

Children and families have access to services, programs, facilities 

and events that support their health, wellbeing and quality family 

time. Spaces and places provided by local governments prioritise 
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Document Implications 

early years needs in terms of accessibility and affordability, 

within what is possible under the Local Government Act. 

Burekup Townsite 

Community 

Infrastructure Plan 

2018 

The key considerations of the Plan in relation to sport and 

recreation provision are: 

• Oval surface levelling 

• Upgrade cricket pitch 

• Pavilion with public toilets / public toilet upgrade 

• Additional skate park equipment 

• Nature Play 

• Active open space 

• Bollards around oval 

• Resurface courts 

No funding or implementation plan is provided for each facility 

identified. 

Eaton Millbridge 

Community 

Infrastructure Plan 

2018 

The key considerations of the Plan in relation to sport and 

recreation provision are: 

• New Eaton Reserve Clubrooms 

• Decommission courts and tennis club building. 

• New tennis courts at Eaton Bowling Club. 

• Replace Eaton Hall. 

• New parking and additional indoor courts – Eaton 

Recreation Centre. 

• Additional indoor courts – Eaton Recreation Centre. 

• East Millbridge public open space 

No funding or implementation plan is provided for each facility 

identified. 

Dardanup 

Townsite 

Community 

Facilities Plan – 

December 2018 

The Plan outlines a prioritised and staged approach to the 

provision of community facilities over the short, medium and 

long term, accounting for community need and population 

growth facilitated by land development. 

 Although it was identified that the town currently has 

sufficient facilities to cater for the population, the 

condition, functionality and capacity of much of the 

infrastructure is not well suited to current needs.  

 Of particular note was the Well Recreational Park which 

was described as having temporary changerooms and 

sub-standard external toilets. There are required 

upgrades to the parking, clubrooms and changerooms 

and expanded skate park.  
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Document Implications 

A series of improvements were proposed but no funding plan 

identified. 

Wanju District 

Structure Plan – 

March 2020 

The proposed new community of Wanju will be the focus for 

greenfield development in Greater Bunbury Region over the next 

40 years with around 18,500 new dwellings. 

Public open space identified for Wanju in the District Structure 

Plan (DSP) is comprised of: 

• sport space – including the district sports playing fields 

and public school playing fields 

• nature space – including parts of the Collie River and 

Millars Creek foreshores, areas around the wetlands and 

existing open areas in the Benang precinct 

• recreation space - including public open space and multi-

use corridors, which include parts of the Collie River and 

Millars Creek foreshores, and areas around the wetlands 

• linear open space / integrated water management – 

including Millars Creek foreshore, areas around the 

wetlands. 

Approximately 75 hectares will be set aside as district playing 

fields predominately in the south-western corner of the DSP 

which will service North Bunbury in addition to the new 

development land. 

In addition, it is proposed that the public school playing fields will 

be available for public use outside of school hours. There will 

also be space within the Collie River foreshore available for 

playing fields. A minimum of 1ha grassed playing fields are to be 

provided adjacent to each of the State primary schools, thus at 

least 10ha across Wanju. 

Eaton Boomers 

and Eaton Sport 

Club Facility 

Management Plan 

July 2020 

Of the recommendations identified in the Plan, the following are 

particularly relevant: 

 Establish a larger base of volunteers to support the 

activity of the football operations and the Eaton Sports 

Club and build a culture of more people, doing less and 

everyone working smarter, not harder. 

 Eaton Sports Club to become financially sustainable 

within 12 months, achieving at least ‘break-even’. 

 In light of a tougher economic future, review and monitor 

all income and expenditure across the two entities, with a 

particular focus on reducing the utility expenses of the 

Eaton Sports Club and reviewing the BCD Football Club 
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Document Implications 

operational costs, in line with bench-marking of Football 

Club/Facility Operations. 

 The Shire develop as urgent, a Sport and Recreation 

Facilities Futures Plan with clear development and 

planning principles and associated policies to guide 

future investment and community expectations. 

Greater Bunbury 

Age-Friendly 

Communities 

Strategy Strategic 

Report - 

September 2016 

Relevant recommendations include: 

• Social networks / relationships / inclusion - Advance the 

principle of universal access and inclusion to encourage 

participation of older people. 

• Community participation / volunteerism - Foster and 

encourage volunteerism among older people in the 

community. 

• Outdoor spaces / buildings - Encourage the principles of 

universal access and inclusion into the design of public 

places and buildings. 

Bunbury 

Geographe 

Regional Growth 

Plan – Part one 

Strategy 2016 

The growth planning process has provided an opportunity for 

government, industry and the community to work to together to 

design a roadmap for creating wealth, employment and 

prosperity. The Plan empowers industry and community to take 

the lead role with government acting as a facilitator. 

Relevant Priority Goals include Health and Education. The Growth 

Driver: Healthy City - Bunbury Geographe is poised to become 

‘Australia’s Healthiest City’, prioritising physical and mental health 

and supporting health-based research, education and service 

professionals. The Region will become cycling and walk friendly, 

with a network of active recreation areas that build on and 

showcase its outstanding amenity and natural environment 

values. 

Kalgulup Regional 

Park Draft 

Management Plan 

2020 

The draft Plan has been developed in consultation with 

community representatives and local government partners. The 

key outputs of the draft are: 

 To provide for the protection and enhancement of the 

conservation, recreation and landscape values of the 

Kalgulup Regional Park. 

 Cycling - proposed new or improved existing facilities 

along the eastern side of Leschenault Estuary, the western 

side of Leschenault Estuary, a bridge across The Cut to 

facilitate a future cycling loop around Leschenault Estuary, 

along the Collie, Brunswick and Preston rivers, along 

Millar’s Creek between Collie River and Forrest Highway, 

and Five Mile Brook. These proposals will incorporate 
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Crown land vested in the Shire at Watson Reserve, Millers 

Creek and Eaton Foreshore. 

Bunbury 

Wellington Cycling 

Strategy 2050 

(Department of 

Transport 2020) 

The strategy sets out a blueprint for connecting, enhancing and 

extending the region’s cycling routes through the development of 

an interconnected network of off-road shared paths, protected 

on-road bike lanes and low-stress residential streets. Key 

opportunities assessed at benefitting residents and visitors to the 

Shire of Dardanup include: 

 Various options to facilitate a coastal connection to 

Bunbury (defined as Connect Bunbury to Busselton). 

 Various options to facilitate a coastal connection to 

Mandurah (defined as Connect Bunbury to Mandurah). 

 Various inland connections including connecting Burekup 

and Dardanup to other connecting paths (defined as 

Connect small towns along the South Western Highway 

corridor). 

All of these have implications for the shire in working in 

partnership with the Department of Transport and neighbouring 

shires but is at present un-costed and will require a strong working 

relationship with all parties to realise the necessary grant funding 

to implement. 

Bunbury-

Wellington & 

Boyup Brook 

Regional Tourism 

Development 

Strategy 2015-

2019 

Current relevant gaps identified in the Strategy include: 

 Walk and bike trails are under-developed, with limited 

maps and details for visitors to plan and execute their visit.  

 Nature-based experiences, other than Crooked Brook 

Forest, are under-promoted and not fully integrated into 

the ‘tourism offering’. 

Bunbury 

Wellington and 

Boyup Brook 

Regional Tourism 

Development 

Strategy – 

Regional Action 

Plan & Regional 

Marketing Plan 

2015-2019 

The Plan had a specific focus on events:  

 1.3 Sports Events - Establish a calendar of regional sports 

events promoted on a regional website; upcoming events 

posted on social media; video footage uploaded to a 

YouTube. 

 2.3 Sports Events - Build relationships with sporting 

associations and DSR to increase the range and number of 

sporting events in the region; including masters, nationals 

and mass participation events (high priority, 2015-2017). 

Greater Bunbury 

Sports Facilities 

The Report provided a scan of the facilities across the Greater 

Bunbury area and in respect of the Shire, at the time a high priority 

was the completion of a needs study into the provision of ‘green 
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Document Implications 

Planning Report 

(Stage 1 - 2009)  

open space’ within the Eaton town-site as a grassed sports reserve 

to service the town of Eaton and adjoining residential 

developments. In addition Eaton Recreation Centre was identified 

for the provision of two additional courts. 

Reference was also made to a number of facilities (including 

schools) which provided community based sporting opportunities. 

Greater Bunbury 

Sports Facilities 

Plan – Stage 2 

(2013)  

The Plan referenced the following issues and priorities for the 

Shire: 

 A 5ha site in the Parkridge Estate had been identified for 

active open space and sporting developments. This had 

not progressed. 

 The Glen Huon Oval was to be reduced in size but will 

retain some active POS for general community and school 

use. 

 The Eaton Oval (Pratt Road) development (relocating the 

Eaton Football Club to a new facility) was not progressed 

but the funds allocated by state government for the 

construction of a new club pavilion at Glen Huon Oval. 

 A plan indicated two extra courts at the recreation centre. 

This is desired but is not reliant upon by State Basketball 

League and is probably on a 12 year horizon. 

 Developing a link to Eaton Community College may be an 

important step for the district as they could potentially 

offer a centre of excellence. 

The plan did however recommend a review of equine 

infrastructure and a needs and feasibility study to establish the 

requirements for soccer. Neither studies have been progressed. 

1.3 Additional Relevant Documentation 

A summary of additional relevant documentation is provided in Table 3 below. The detailed 

precis of the documents and additional background information is provided at Appendix A. 

Table 3: A selection of  State and Regional Sporting Plans Relevant to the Sport and Recreation 

Plan 

Document Implications 

Strategic 

Directions for 

the Western 

Australian Sport 

and Recreation 

The document provides vision and direction for Western Australia’s 

Sport and Recreation Industry. The following key challenges relevant 

to the Plan are: 

 To deliver public open space which meets the needs of 

communities into the future we must be efficient with 
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Document Implications 

Industry 2016-

2020 

(Department of 

Sport and 

Recreation) 

resources, focus on the function of sites, provide equitable 

access to facilities and secure strategically important regional 

scale spaces. 

 Public investment in sport and recreation organisations 

should factor in the capacity of these organisations to source 

commercial revenue. 

 The achievement of improved participation rates in sport and 

recreation, and more broadly active lifestyles, will require 

innovative responses to the life course and life stage 

circumstances of Western Australians. 

Classification 

framework for 

public open 

space 

(Department of 

Sport and 

Recreation) 2013 

The document provides descriptions of primary functions of public 

open space and for the Plan these will be adopted as: 

Recreation space:  

 Provides a setting for informal play and physical activity, 

relaxation and social interaction. 

 Includes open parkland and gardens, community gardens, 

corridor links, amenity spaces, community use facilities, civic 

commons or squares. 

Sport space:  

 Provides a setting for formal structured sporting activities. 

 Includes playing surfaces, buffer zones and supporting 

infrastructure such as clubrooms. 

The document is principally focused on sports space, its use for 

recreational activity and potential connectivity with other recreational 

space. For the purposes of the Plan, the focus has also been on the 

following hierarchy of space: 

Neighbourhood Open Space:  

 Usually provide a variety of features and facilities with 

opportunities to socialise. 

 1ha to 5ha in size and within 800m or a 10-minute walk. 

District Open Space:  

 Usually designed to provide for organised formal sport and 

inclusion of substantial recreation and nature space.  

 5ha to 15ha in size and within 2km or a 5 minute drive.  

Regional Open Space for sport is generally provide for at Hay Park in 

Bunbury within the Greater Bunbury / Wellington Sub-region. 

South West 

Regional 

Blueprint 

(December 2014) 

The Blueprint, while a dated document, incorporates a number of key 

economic and social drivers for the Region which include: 

 There will need to be a focus on both supporting clubs and 

volunteers in their capacity as well as the delivery of quality 
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Document Implications 

infrastructure through private sector, community and 

government. 

 Reinvigorate under-utilised public open space surrounding 

the Leschenault Inlet (1-3 years). 

Opportunities to support recreation were identified as: 

 Promoting early childhood physical activity. 

 Providing organised sports activities for all, especially 

disadvantaged children. 

 Developing water catchments as recreational opportunities. 

 FIFO/DIDO (sport and recreational implications of the fly-in 

fly-out and drive-in drive-out workforce on families, 

communities and individuals). 

 Supporting and building sporting association capacity. 

 Adequate provision of recreation for older people. 

 Managing increased demand and increasing private sector 

involvement in sports facility development. 

 Supporting the development of international capacity to hold 

major sporting events in the region. 

Intergenerational 

Review of 

Australian Sport 

2017 - Boston 

Consulting on 

behalf of 

Australian Sports 

Commission 

(ASC) 

The Review outlines the following messages that are relevant to the 

Plan: 

 The sector’s economic contribution is equivalent to 2–3% of 

GDP, employing more than 220,000 people and attracting 1.8 

million volunteers – Australia’s largest volunteer destination. 

 Sport also makes a major contribution to our health and 

wellbeing which is essential to combat obesity and physical 

inactivity. 

The main threats to Australia’s sporting future are considered to be: 

 Sport is being increasingly marginalised in schools. 

 Inactivity and obesity are rising, with 81% of Australian 

children not meeting the recommended activity guidelines. 

 Two-thirds of adults and one-quarter of children overweight. 

 We are increasingly time-poor, challenging traditional club 

models and the social cohesion they bring. 

Further trends and benchmarks are identified in subsequent 

sections. 

State Sporting Facility Strategies for WA and other Sports Facility Guidelines  

Bowls WA 

Strategic 

The Plan ensures that the provision of bowls facilities is carried out in 

a manner that is sustainable and in the best interest of the sport. 

Needs are to be assessed on a number of factors including the 
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Facilities Plan 

(2012) 

sustainability of the Club, current facilities and the growth potential 

of the Club. 

Hockey WA 

Strategic 

Facilities Plan 

(2009) 

The Plan is principally focused on Metropolitan Perth and contains a 

series of recommendations relating to the provision of synthetic turf 

and grass pitch infrastructure. The document is subject for review. 

Our Bike Path 

2014-2020: A 

Strategic 

Framework for 

Cycling in 

Western 

Australia (2014) 

The document attempts to map a vision and framework to guide the 

future development and growth of the sport. Of the challenges, the 

following is relevant to the Plan: 

 The state has an inadequate number of cycle sport facilities. 

 The financial and workforce capacity of our cycling 

organisations and clubs is fragile, which is limiting the 

breadth and depth of impact they can have in our 

community. 

 Our cycling organisations still tend to operate in isolation, 

with operational and functional duplication in many areas, 

and limited instances of collaboration and resource sharing. 

The role that cycling and dual use paths play in connecting spaces is 

important but it is unlikely to be for formalised tracks and trails 

without more detailed planning being undertaken. 

Western 

Australian 

Cricket 

Infrastructure 

Strategy 2019-

2028 

The Shire is identified within the South West Region where 

participation total in 2017/18 was 3,412 (being over 30% of regional 

WA participation. The South West has more cricketers (3,412) than 

the next two highest participation regions combined (Wheatbelt 

(1,848) and Great Southern (1,223). 

It is stated there is an adequate supply of cricket fields to support 

current player numbers, but the condition of fields is below the 

country region average. There is also a gap in the provision of player 

and umpire change rooms, supporting the need to upgrade and 

provide all-gender amenities that could assist in increasing the 

number of female participants in this region. The region is also 

experiencing issues with the quality of synthetic pitches (both centre 

wicket and practice), ageing infrastructure and getting access to 

quality water to irrigate fields. 

Community 

Cricket Facility 

Guidelines 

(Cricket Australia 

2015) 

Cricket Australia produced the guideline to establish a set of basic 

principles and design standards for the development of cricket 

infrastructure. Specific guidelines based on club home grounds (local) 

include: 

 Changing rooms /area: two change rooms per playing field - 

40 – 60m2 x 2 
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 Amenities (player toilet/showers): two amenities per playing 

field – 40 – 50m2 x 2 

 Accessible toilets: male 15m2 female 15m2 accessible 5.5m2 

 Umpires room (including shower & toilet): 15m2 (optional) 

 Kitchen and kiosk:  15 – 25m2 provision dependent on level of 

venue capacity, use and activity (storeroom: 8m2) 

 Social/ BBQ area (outdoors) as needed 

 Internal building storage: 30m2 and Cleaner’s store: 5m2 

 External storage: 30m2 

 Utilities/ plant room – as required 

 Curator’s store/shed – 60m2 

Western 

Australian 

Football 

Commission 

Strategic 

Facilities Plan 

(2020-2030) 

The Plan identifies the Shire within the South West Region. 

Infrastructure priorities were identified as: 

 Provide inclusive change rooms and amenities where all 

female football is played. 

 Provide minimum standard floodlighting for training at all 

club level venues. Improve umpire amenities. 

 

AFL Preferred 

Facility 

Guidelines (AFL 

2019) 

The recently adopted Guidelines incorporate a requirement for all 

new facilities to be diverse and incorporate unisex changing 

infrastructure. Standards of provision also include space 

requirements for local and district level pavilion infrastructure. 

Facility specifications relate to those identified for cricket with 

differing sizes to accommodate greater player numbers in the 

changing rooms. 

Tennis West 

Strategic 

Facilities Plan 

(2018) 

There is a requirement for longer term strategic direction to 

determine the need for facilities, how facilities should be developed 

in the future and the appropriate approach to management, 

community access and ongoing improvements. The main 

observations and opportunities relating to the Shire were identified 

as: 

 Member to court ratio – 10:1 (the optimum level is 20:1 for 

unlit courts and 30:1 for floodlit courts).  

 Member to lit court ratio – 25:1. This indicates a high level of 

over provision within the region. 

 A number of clubs in this zone are not affiliated with Tennis 

West. Currently there are no affiliated tennis club within the 

Shire. 

 Dardanup has five courts (three of which are floodlit), but an 

oversupply in court provision is experienced in the broader 
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Document Implications 

South West regional areas. Neither Burekup or Eaton are 

identified as affiliated clubs. 

Based on this information the need for additional court provision is 

currently not required. 

Netball Strategic 

Facilities Plan 

and Basketball 

Strategic Plan 

(2015) 

The Shire of Dardanup is seen as a significant growth area. Reference 

is made to the conceptual plans for an extension to Eaton Recreation 

Centre, which is planned for 2019/2020. The document further 

references the SWSC as the most likely facility for expansion. This is 

in part due to the forecast population growth of Bunbury and 

Dalyellup. The basketball courts (outdoor at Dardanup Town-site) are 

identified as providing for four courts. 

In addition to the above, reference was also made to previous planning undertaken by the 

Shire which had originally identified the Parkridge floodplain as the Shire’s preferred site for 

an AFL sized oval. It was planned to relocate Eaton Boomers football club to a new oval on 

the floodplain approximately 10 years ago. However, protracted negotiations in the 

provision of public open space and a slowdown in development following the Global 

Financial Crisis eventuated in the oval not being created. It was proposed to relocate the 

football club from Glen Huon Reserve and redevelop the Glen Huon Oval into a combination 

of a passive recreation area (parkland) and active space suitable for the nearby college and 

other activities that required a smaller area.  

Council received funding from the State to redevelop the football club rooms. Several 

options were looked into including Eaton Oval (Pratt Road). The Parkridge site was still not 

available for the pending club room’s development and the Glen Huon reserve was selected 

as the most viable option at the time. The clubrooms at the Glen Huon Reserve were 

completed in 2017. The Parkridge floodplain is planned to become Regional Open Space to 

be ceded as part of the further subdivision of Parkridge. It is proposed to develop the flood 

plain into a passive reserve which has the potential to develop into an active space that will 

be available for any future sporting needs and activities. 

Summary Conclusions 

The review of all influencing documentation highlighted the following as being critical to the 

consideration of sport and recreation infrastructure and services: 

 The key focus of future investment is to meet the needs of residents from the Shire 

and ensure that each resident has a high level of access to a variety of sport and 

recreation facilities and services either provided or facilitated by the Shire, but 

potentially in partnership with others.  

 The role of sport and recreation as an economic driver for the community in attracting 

people to live in the area as well as outside visitors should not be underestimated. 

 The focus for the Shire is to improve current infrastructure within current budget and 

personnel constraints. Being able to manage the assets on an ongoing basis within 

the projected council budget is critical. 

(Appendix ORD: 12.3B)
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 It is evident from previous planning processes that decisions have been made in 

changing the direction of facility development. The need for an additional; two to three 

courts at Eaton Recreation Centre will require a business case or rationale for 

investment. 

 The forward financial planning processes over the next 10 years has identified a 

significant amount of investment which is currently unsecured (in excess of $11m) for 

replacement, upgrade and modernisation of sport and recreation infrastructure. 

Much of this will need to be resourced through grant funding opportunities. It is 

important therefore that systems and processes are established to develop the case 

for investment. This is particularly important in respect of major investments (i.e. 

Eaton Recreation Centre and the replacement of clubrooms at both Wells Recreation 

Park and Eaton Oval). This can be achieved with detailed needs and feasibility studies, 

and potentially a full business case.  

 There are clearly issues within the South West Region relating to low rates of physical 

activity which impacts the health and wellbeing of the community. 

 Providing equality of access to all is important and is specified within key planning 

documentation related to disability, seniors and families. 

 The option to develop facilities which are multi-functional and to secure co-location 

with a variety of sporting groups is important to reduce ongoing operational and asset 

management costs. 

 Care needs to be taken in providing a realistic investment program to upgrade current 

infrastructure in line with the State Sporting Association guidelines and facility 

strategies. It is evident that many Shire facilities could be enhanced to achieve 

contemporary design standards (including recent investments) as they do not contain 

gender neutral changing infrastructure. A careful balance needs to be struck between 

actual need and those elements which would be considered to be over and above 

what could reasonably be provided through a local government to service broad 

community need. 

 It will be beneficial to ensure that current and future infrastructure responds to a 

realistic projected growth profile. While Wanju will be developing during the life of this 

Plan, the major growth will be beyond 2030. While it is important to consider growth 

to at least 2040 to ensure sufficient land and resources are available, it will also be 

important to recognise that future structure planning in Wanju may potentially offsets 

and provides for the replacement of major facilities (such as Eaton Recreation Centre) 

when it is fully built out. This may require a repositioning of some infrastructure to 

respond to the shifting population centre. 

 The need to formulate more effective partnerships with education is evident and it is 

a pre-requisite of the development of sporting space in Wanju. 

 Increasing floodlighting levels to support extended facility use and maximise capacity 

is a consideration which may offset the requirement for new infrastructure. This needs 

to be balanced against the capability of a grass oval / rectangular surface to 

accommodate additional use. 
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 It is important to be realistic on development trigger points / benchmarking, to ensure 

grant funding and developer contributions can be accessed in advance of the 

population growth. 

 It is important to establish a minimum standard of provision which is responsive to 

the community’s needs and within acceptable budget parameters. 

 A review of the Sports Facility Plans and Community Facility Plans for each townsite 

identify a number of common threads, including: 

o The strategic documents for each sport vary from being explicit in identifying 

sites for development, whilst others are generic in advising on the 

approximate location of facilities in accordance with population growth. 

o The Community Facilities Plans developed by the Shire currently do not have 

financial resources attached to their implementation. This will need to be 

developed and identified through a prioritisation process.  

o The majority of the strategies are linked to funding available through CSRFF.  

o In view of these challenges and risks, it is important to determine the genuine 

need and affordability of projects against a desire or aspirational need for 

investment.  
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2. Demographic Analysis 

The following is an overview of the demographic characteristics of the Shire to 2041. While 

the Plan is from 2020 to 2030, it is considered important to recognise additional provision 

which is likely to be generated post 2030 to ensure sufficient land capability and capacity is 

available as much of the planning work for Wanju will need to occur within the next decade.  

The demographic assessment has been undertaken utilising the following sources: 

 Australian Bureau of Statistics Current population profile for the Shire 

 Shire of Dardanup Forecast.id  

The full breakdown of the demographic profile and population projections is provided at 

Appendix B and summarised below. 

2.1 Demographic Indicators 

Current Profile: 

The age profile is shown at Figure 1 below and is not untypical of many regional local 

governments where employment is focused on construction, mining and the service 

industry. It indicates a population base incorporating a high number of young family units 

which have children under the age 19 living at home and a gradually ageing over 54 

community profile. The dip in population from 19 to 24 is usually when young adults leave 

home to pursue a higher level of qualification (University / TAFE) in Metropolitan Perth or 

elsewhere, potentially returning after that period. 

 

Figure 1 Population Age Profile for the Shire of Dardanup 2014 to 2018 (Source: ABS). 

(Appendix ORD: 12.3B)
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The most recent trends indicate that the dip in student age children and ageing of the 

population is becoming more stark through the five year period from 2014 to 2018. 

The median age in the Shire is gradually increasing from 35.7 to 36.9. The percentage of the 

population of working age is gradually diminishing from 64.9% to 62.7%. 

However, the ageing of the community and recent changes in the demographic profile have 

been marginal. Through the life of this Plan, it is unlikely to materially impact on current 

demand. It is nevetheless important to ensure that as the population dynamic changes, 

facilities are sufficeintly flexible to meet those needs and the Shire maintains a flexible 

approach to the delivery of programs and services. 

From an employment perspective, the main employment sector is agriculture which is 

showing a gradual decline in employment levels, although the construction industry remains 

high. Conversely there has been a marginal increase in professional services. The average 

individual wage is however below the state and national average. 

There are two dominant household types - with growth in couples without children and also 

the growth in couple families with children under 15 and / or independent students. This 

could be an indication of supporting the need for increasing the services related to families 

(i.e. growth in sporting club and child development programs) and focal point for either 

retirees or young couples who are residing in the Shire due to local employment. 

Population Growth: 

There will be a continuing growth to 2041 in an ageing demographic which is likely to be 

offset by the growth in young family units. As a result, there will be a need for greater 

diversity in sport and recreation infrastructure provision. 

The following provides a summary of the key population drivers which are likely to impact on 

the future development of sport and recreation infrastructure within the Shire. It is 

important to understand the implications of the projected growth for the Shire to 2031 (and 

subsequently to 2041), and the impact of the development of Wanju over the longer term. 

An overview of projected population growth is identified in Table 4 below. This is split into 

age ranges 0-14 (children); 15-54 (young adults where a propensity is to take part in formal 

competitive sport, gym and fitness) and 55-85+ (older adults who are likely to take part in 

general fitness activities and typically will be involved in low impact sport and recreational 

pursuits): 

Table 4: Population Projections for the Shire of Dardanup 2021 to 2041 (Source: Forecast.id) 

Age Range 2021 2031 2041 

0-14 age range 3,274 3,882 5,435 

15-54 age range 7,467 8,764 12,032 

55-85 plus age 

Range 

4,227 5,334 6,632 

Overall Population 14,968 17,980 24,099 
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Many of the influencing factors relate to the growth of Wanju although there are areas of 

significant growth associated with Eaton (East) and Millbridge. Notwithstanding that, even in 

the two fastest growing areas the number of new residents is unlikely to trigger 

development of new infrastructure, moreover the increase in capacity and functionality of 

existing provision. 

2.2 Demographic Implications Overview 

The key population implications are: 

 Substantial growth in the children and young people profile with a significant 

downturn from the ages of 15 to 29 which is generally reflective of a high level of 

young families with children (an increase in the age ranges of 30 to 39 further 

supports this). This generally indicates a need for family orientated sport and 

recreational activity. 

 The relatively high numbers of under 5’s within the Shire indicate a high demand for 

child support activities to assist carers in undertaking fitness and sporting activities 

particularly during the weekday mornings where demand is likely to be at its highest. 

 While there is a dip in the 15 to 29 age range, as a percentage of the current 

population they remain relatively consistent. The growth in these age ranges still 

indicate a likely demand for the provision of youth infrastructure. 

 Wanju is going to experience the greatest growth. This is however going to occur 

outside the life of this plan with only 1,541 residents anticipated to be living in the 

area by 2031. This would not generate a sufficient need to develop sporting 

infrastructure between 2020 to 2030. Current infrastructure within established 

suburbs is likely to be sufficient to meet the needs of a limited population growth. 

 The population growth post 2031 in Wanju would be substantial and necessitates the 

early provision of sport and recreation infrastructure at or soon after the end of the 

life of this plan. It will be valuable to plan in advance of the settlement’s development 

to ensure needs continue to be met, and the appeal of the Township for new 

residents is maintained.  

 The population growth in all other suburb areas (excluding Eaton [East] and 

Millbridge) is marginal. Notwithstanding that, even in the two fastest growing areas, 

the number of new residents is unlikely to trigger the need for the development of 

new infrastructure in the short term, however the increase in capacity and 

functionality of existing infrastructure provision will need to be met. 

 In all suburb areas it is important to also recognise the level of sport and recreation 

provision readily available for residents in neighbouring local government areas. For 

Eaton East and Millbridge, the relatively good accessibility to Leschenault Leisure 

Centre Precinct is likely to have a positive impact on their ability to access alternative 

sport and recreation provision. 

 The components of population change (births, deaths, migration) re-enforce the 

need to accommodate a significant diversity in the demand for sport and recreation 
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infrastructure. The analysis indicates a priority need to potentially upgrade and 

modernise existing infrastructure which services the current population base. This 

has to be assessed against the potential to increase capacity and introduce 

contemporary infrastructure to enhance the sport and recreation service offer, 

which is likely to be in demand prior to the development of Wanju.  

 Prior to the development of Wanju, consideration will need to be given to the extent 

of sport and recreation infrastructure necessary to service the emerging community. 

This will also need to consider whether existing sport and recreation space will be 

required to be re-located / re-aligned to the new and emerging population centre. 
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4. Trends and Benchmarks 

This section identifies trends in sport and recreation provision and their relevance to the 

development of sport and recreation infrastructure within the Shire. They are taken from a 

variety of research papers and industry benchmarking.  

4.1 Sport and Recreation Participation and Use 

Sport Australia’s annual participation data collection and analysis highlights a number of key 

trends across Australia. The data is split between children’s participation (ages 0 -14) and 

adults’ participation (15 years and over) and by gender. Selected conclusions from the full 

analysis can be summarised as:  

 Top activities for participation in physical activity were recreational walking (43.4%), 

fitness and gym activities (33.9%), jogging and running (15.5%), swimming (15%), 

cycling (11.5%), bushwalking (5.7%), football (5.5%), golf (4.8%), yoga (4.8%) and 

tennis (4.5%). 

 Australian adults tend to play sports for longer durations than non-sport related 

physical activities. However, they participate in non-sport related physical activities 

more often than sport. 

 Women are more likely to participate in sport or physical activity for physical and 

mental health reasons, and to lose or maintain weight, than men. 

 Men are more motivated by fun / enjoyment and for social reasons than women. 

 For adults, up to middle-age, time pressure is by far the main barrier to participating 

in sport or physical activity. Poor health or injury then also becomes a main factor. 

 Sport clubs are the primary avenue for children to be active, except for children aged 

0 – 4, who are more likely to be active through other organisations. 

 Sport clubs are not necessarily the main choice for participation in sport or physical 

activity in Australia for adults aged 18 years and over. Across Australia, the latest 

2019 data indicated that 58% of the adult population participate through an 

organisation or venue and 22% of the population participate through a sports club or 

association. 

 A concerning trend identified in AusPlay data is that 36% of girls in Australia have 

stopped playing sport by the age of 18, primarily due to debilitating peer pressure to 

look good and body image issues. 

The AusPlay data is also broken down by state. The Top 10 organised children’s activities and 

top 10 activities for adults highlight the importance of swimming, general fitness and 

recreational activities. Table 6 below references the output from the AusPlay participation 

results in WA (2020 outputs): 
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Table 6:Top 10 Organised Activities for Children and Top 10 Adults Activities in WA (Source: 

AusPlay) 

Top 10 Children’s 

Activities 

Participation 

Rate (%) 

Top 10 Adult Activities Participation 

Rate (%) 

Swimming 27.2% Walking (Recreational) 40.9% 

Netball 10.6% Fitness/Gym 37.8% 

Football/soccer 10.4% Swimming 16.3% 

Gymnastics 9.7% Athletics, track and field 

(includes jogging and 

running) 16.3% 

Australian football 9.4% Cycling 13.3% 

Basketball 8.7% Yoga 5.5% 

Dancing (recreational) 8.0% Bush walking 5.3% 

Tennis 6.1% Football/soccer 4.9% 

Cricket 3.8% Basketball 4.3% 

Karate 3.4% Australian football 3.8% 

It can be seen that in respect of recreation based activities walking, fitness / gym and 

athletics (which includes casual running), cycling, yoga and bushwalking rank highest 

amongst adults and are generally unstructured in nature. Children’s participation tends to 

be dominated by club based activities. Information is also provided in relation to 

participation rates for venue based activities. In Western Australia, the top venue based 

activities in respect of percentage of participation are Fitness / Gym (30.7% participation), 

Swimming (9.8%), Yoga (4.7%), athletics (4%), football / soccer (3.6%) and netball (3.3%). 

The AusPlay data is utilised in a subsequent section to determine the need and demand for 

increased club-based sporting infrastructure within the Shire. 

4.2 Sporting Trends and Influences 

Participation and program trends are important in considering potential future investment 

in sport and recreation infrastructure. This also needs to be balanced against some of the 

critical development trends related to the built infrastructure, the capacity of a facility, its 

functionality and ongoing viability.  

This section identifies sport and recreation trends which are specifically related to facility 

provision and its relevance to the development of sporting and recreational reserves and 

associated infrastructure within the Shire. Table 7 summarises the main industry trends 

associated with the provision of sport and recreation facilities as they apply to the Shire. The 

information has been sourced from a variety of similar industry projects and industry 

reporting: 
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5.2 Questionnaire Outputs 

General Community Questionnaire: Recreational Activity 

This section highlights the key themes which emerged from an online questionnaire which 

focused on capturing recreational comments relating to facility and service infrastructure 

within the Shire. Thirteen responses were received to the questionnaire and a further 60 

responses were received for a pinpoint mapping exercise which accompanied the 

questionnaire. The key themes can be summarised as: 

 There is a strong demand to upgrade and improve tracks and trails particularly on 

the foreshore within the Shire. The main areas included the opportunity to cycle but 

also the importance of connectivity between communities. 

 The key reason for accessing recreational facilities and parks were to meet friends / 

family / relaxation / exercise. 

 The mechanism for getting to their park of choice was by car / motorcycle. 

 People are prepared to travel and reserves are generally important to them. 

 Specific focus was made to Wells Recreation Park which was referenced as old and 

rundown with no proper changing rooms. 

Priorities indicated for recreational activities over the next ten years included: 

• Mountain bike trails for riders of all abilities. 

• More ovals with adequate floodlighting. 

The mapped commentary was focused on tracks, trails and in particular: 

• Bike trails – new or extended infrastructure. Ongoing maintenance, signage and 

tourism destination points: 

o Connectivity of trails is important to service the needs of active and 

recreational cyclists. 

o 4 comments referenced cycling and specifically road access and connecting 

paths to the river foreshore. 

o Upgrades and maintenance to existing trails (Beez Neez, Mount Lennard 

network, Pile Road) and generally across all trails similar to those at Margaret 

River and Collie. 

o Linking Treendale to the Collie River wetlands and other riverside trails as 

identified as important recreational assets. 

o Connecting with Collie and other towns. 

o Connection through to Wellington Dam. 

o Consider the development of a trail built through bushland along the Old 

Coast Road and extended to the NE end of Chamberlain Grove, Eaton. 
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o Potential development of a kids BMX/cycling facility (similar to Des Ugle Park 

in Bunbury). 

Youth Consultation 

A separate youth consultation event was held to support a youth project running in parallel 

to the Sport and Recreation Plan 2020-2030. The outputs below are of specific relevance to 

the development of the Plan: 

Sixty surveys were received an indicated: 

 Twenty four young people said that Skate parks/BMX tracks are their preferred place 

to meet 

 Twenty said that sporting facilities was their preferred place to meet. 

When asked about their requirements, responses included: 

 New gym 

 Youth centre 

 Parkour for playgrounds 

 BMX clinics. 

For each township the following requirements were identified: 

 Burekup: Netball hoops and new skate park 

 Dardanup: New skate park 

 Eaton: A full or half court at the skate park (and seating). 

The major issue for youth was access to transport. 

5.3 Workshop Outputs 

Two workshops were held with members of the community – Dardanup and Eaton. The 

focus of both workshops differed. Dardanup focused on Wells Recreation Park and the 

inadequacy of current facilities and Dardanup Equestrian Centre. Eaton was focused 

principally on the sports clubs using the Glen Huon and Eaton Oval (Pratt Road) facilities. The 

key discussion areas are provided below. 

Subject Detail 

Dardanup 

Dardanup 

Equine 

Centre: 

A requirement for: Storage / shipping containers – four clubs. 

Wells 

Recreation 

Park: highest 

priority 

Change rooms (no senior soccer team due to lack of facilities) - 

Woodanilling was identified as best practice (upgraded / replacement 

clubhouse) 
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Canteen is unsuitable (non-compliant with environmental health 

requirements). 

Courts in need of repair and impacting on use. 

Bike paths There is no dedicated path but on the road itself. 

Acquisition 

of adjacent 

land 

This was mentioned as an option to increase the sporting grounds 

capability. 

Eaton 

Eaton JFC Two hundred and fifty juniors plus Auskick – ground 45 years old and 

high priority to replace. Unisex toilets, function room. 

Eaton 

Boomers 

Senior 

Football Club 

Two hundred (players and support) – need more storage, unisex 

changing facilities and additional car parking. Scoreboards, 100 lux 

lighting to oval and enhanced security. 

Eaton 

Basketball 

Only FIBA approved courts. Need own clubrooms – partnership with 

netball. Need for three additional courts. 

Bunbury & 

Districts Dog 

Club 

Currently at Hay Park out of a container – Eaton is central to operations 

and require access to a clubhouse base and storage. 

Mountain 

Bike Club 

The big issue is a lack of sanctioned trails. A greater and more effective 

partnership with state government departments is required to access 

funding which appears to be going elsewhere. 

5.4 Summary Consultation Requirements 

The key outputs of the consultation process have re-affirmed the output from earlier 

research which highlights the following as critical considerations: 

 In respect of Burekup Oval the need for a changing facility and clubroom was re-

enforced. 

 The infrastructure at Eaton Oval (Pratt Road) is significantly impacting upon the clubs 

(cricket and football) viability and ongoing developmental opportunities. Their 

replacement and potential increase in levels of the recreation ground to improve 

drainage should be considered. In addition, modular development may provide the 

level of infrastructure in a short to medium term while a potential viable alternative 

can be sourced for the clubs development in Wanju. 

 Recent responses have been received in respect of the hard court infrastructure at 

Eaton Oval (Pratt Road) potentially indicating that its value to the community has 

been raised through the recent closure of school access. This emphasises its 

potential retention either in its current location (which would require the 
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underground base and resurfacing to be undertaken) or potential relocation to the 

north of the oval or alternatively at the Eaton Bowling Club site.  

 The changing rooms, toilets, canteen and function-based infrastructure at Wells 

Recreation Park should be addressed as it is impacting upon the ability for clubs and 

organisations to grow and develop effectively. The number of users and focal point 

the facility plays in local community life highlights the importance of securing funds 

for its complete replacement. 

 The car parking infrastructure at Wells Recreation Park is insufficient to service the 

needs of the community, but can be relatively easily resolved through extending into 

the grassed area without impacting on sporting provision. 

 Court infrastructure servicing tennis at Wells Park and the multi-functional ball 

courts can be improved. It may be necessary to resurface from the sub-structure 

upwards due to the lack of effectiveness of recent work.  

 The Dardanup Equestrian Centre is highlighted as a valuable local resource requiring 

ongoing investment. The Shire have a role to play in facilitating potential future 

investment. 

 The demand for additional courts at Eaton Recreation Centre needs to be tested. It is 

evident that the value to both netball and basketball is high but it is not evident 

whether the facility is currently used to capacity or available times are not 

maximised. Further research into the usage is required. 

 The partnership between Eaton Community College and the Shire needs to be 

developed further and a greater understanding of what an additional CrossFit room 

will achieve for the expanded gym membership at Eaton Recreation Centre needs to 

be tested. This will require a separate feasibility study to be undertaken and a shared 

access and contribution model developed. 

 The demand for additional sports outside of those currently provided for within the 

Shire is not evidenced with the exception of off-road bike and cycling opportunities. 

It is evident that the foreshore provides a valuable recreational resource which 

would benefit from more formal connections through bushland and to main 

population centres. This would need to be developed further as part of a considered 

trail strategy for the Shire, which seeks to connect effectively with the Shire 

mountain bike resources and dual use path infrastructure in Australind and the City 

of Bunbury.  

 The provision of extended dual use path infrastructure would assist challenges 

associated with insufficient access to available transport for youths. Greater 

connectivity between Townships may not resolve the issues but provide an 

additional resource to offset issues in relation to isolation. 

 Consideration should also be given to the development of expanded youth precincts 

in Dardanup and Burekup to provide a scaled down version of the proposed precinct 

in Eaton.

(Appendix ORD: 12.3B)
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6.2 Playing Pitch Assessment Modelling  

A playing pitch assessment model based on AusPlay participation data for WA was used to 

identify the oval and rectangular pitch demand likely to occur based on current growth 

projections. The detailed analysis is provided at Appendix D and summarised below.  

The methodology is based on each sport having a set number of hours an oval / rectangular 

/ court space can be played on (the capacity). Oval space generally has a weekly capacity of 

26 hours (AFL and cricket) while rectangular pitch provision has a capacity of approximately 

16 hours (soccer, hockey and two rugby codes). The indoor and outdoor court space would 

have a minimum 40 hour capacity.  

Each sport is then allocated a typical number of players to fulfil a team (including substitutes 

/ additional squad players) and an assessment is made on the hours of use each team would 

generate (including home and away obligations and training requirements). 

Each space is then allocated a number of teams based on expressed need and capacity. The 

end product provides an approximate number of pitches / courts desired to fulfil that sports 

requirement based on a typical winter usage and typical summer usage. The output of the 

assessment process highlights the following demand for those high level activities for both 

juniors and seniors within the Shire. 

Table 10: Top 10 Children’s Participation and Facility Demand by Sport - Children 0-14 (Source: 

AusPlay) 

Top 10 Children’s Participation by Sport 

- Children 0-14 (AusPlay) 

Rectangular/Oval Pitch and Court 

Demand -  

  2021 2031 2041 

Soccer 3 4 5 

AFL 4 4 6 

Basketball 4 5 6 

Cricket 1 2 2 

Netball 3 3 5 

Tennis 2 2 3 

Table 11: Top 15 Adult Venue Based Participation and Facility Demand by Sport - (Source: AusPlay) 

Top 15 Adult Venue Based 

Participation Activities – (AusPlay) 

Rectangular/Oval and Court Demand  

  2021 2031 2041 

AFL 1 1 2 

Soccer 3 3 5 

Cricket 1 1 2 
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Tennis 2 3 4 

Basketball 1 2 2 

Hockey 1 1 1 

Netball 4 5 7 

The assessment process indicates that for the main participation sports for both senior and 

junior level provision, the following may be in demand / over-supplied: 

 AFL: Current infrastructure within Eaton and Dardanup meets both senior and junior 

level requirements. Existing school provision will offset the need for additional junior 

provision subject to agreements for shared use being put in place. The need for the 

Parkridge floodplain as an alternative AFL sized oval option during the life of this 

Plan is unlikely to materialise. 

 Soccer: The current level of provision at Dardanup is below the projected 

requirement (3 adult and 3 junior rectangular pitches for 2021 compared to a 

current provision of two adult pitches at Wells Park in Dardanup) and there may be 

a need to consider future growth should additional demand be expressed. While 

Parkridge was initially intended for rectangular sports such as soccer, this has not 

materialised and there is an extensive level of rectangular (soccer) pitch provision 

within close proximity of Eaton at Leschenault Leisure Centre. Future investment 

would need to take into account availability within neighbouring local governments 

and opportunities which may present themselves within the development of Wanju 

where anticipated future growth is likely to demand additional provision. The 

Parkridge site may provide an alternative option for the sport if a demand is 

expressed. It is therefore important to secure the Parkridge site initially as Regional 

Open Space with the potential to offset and potential future demand. 

 Cricket: Current infrastructure meets projected demand. Additional provision will 

need to be considered in Wanju post 2031 but planned for within the next 10 years. 

 Tennis – The number of tennis courts exceeds the required provision across the 

Shire. 

 Netball and Basketball – Given the level of both indoor and outdoor provision, there 

may be sufficient court space to meet the needs of both sports depending on the 

growth of the sports. 

 Hockey: The demand for additional hockey space is likely to be fulfilled by the 

hockey infrastructure at Hay Park without the need to develop further infrastructure 

within the Shire of Dardanup. Opportunities long term lies within the Wanju 

development to fulfil the need of the emerging community. 

6.3 Additional Basketball /Netball Assessment 

The challenge in respect of indoor basketball and netball provision has been highlighted by 

both the Eaton Netball and Eaton Basketball Association. In order to verify these claims, it is 

important to gain an understanding of indoor court provision within the Shire and broader 
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South West Region (i.e. the neighbouring local governments of the City of Bunbury and Shire 

of Harvey [including school sites]). The analysis identified the following dedicated court 

spaces which are provided within the sub-regional area and the analysis excludes the 

informal court spaces (i.e. multi-functional or dedicated outdoor courts which are provided 

adjacent to sporting reserves) and within close proximity of Eaton Recreation Centre (i.e. at 

Pratt Road): 

Table 12: Current Basketball and Netball Specific Infrastructure (not including multi-functional 

park sites) 

Facility Location Purpose 
No. of 

Courts 

No. co-

marked 

No. 

Indoor 

Australind High 

School 
Australind 

Netball and 

basketball 
1 1 1 

Bunbury Cathedral 

Grammar 
Bunbury 

Netball and 

basketball 
1 1 1 

Bunbury Catholic 

College 
Bunbury 

Netball and 

basketball 
1 1 1 

Bunbury Netball 

Association Inc  

Hay Park, 

Bunbury 
Netball Only 14 0 0 

Eaton Recreation 

Centre 

18 Recreation 

Drive, Eaton 

Basketball and 

netball 
3 3 3 

Harvey High 

School 
Harvey 

Netball and 

basketball 
1 1 1 

Harvey Recreation 

and Cultural 

Centre 

Harvey 
Netball and 

basketball 
3 3 3 

Leschenault 

Leisure Centre 
Australind 

Netball and 

basketball 
4 4 4 

South West Sports 

Centre 
Bunbury 

Netball and 

basketball 
3 3 3 

TOTAL   31 17 17 

Based on the PLA Community Facility Guidelines, the level of dedicated indoor and outdoor 

courts at 31 is likely to provide for a population of 155,000 to 248,000 if they were to provide 

for netball. For indoor basketball provision the demand for indoor space is largely driven by 

the Association requirements which is for a six to eight court facility. However, purely based 

on the indoor court provision for basketball standing currently at 17 (excluding other 

basketball courts provided at multi-functional parks / reserves) they are likely to provide for 

a resident population, based on the PLA Community Facilities Guidelines of 51,000 to 78,000. 

This would extend significantly if the outdoor multi-functional basketball space was to be 
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incorporated (i.e. school and associated park infrastructure within Eaton, Dardanup and 

Burekup). Based on this analysis alone, the demand for indoor court space within Eaton is 

not likely to be supported currently by either the State Sporting Association and / or State 

Government. It is imperative therefore that a business case is drafted which addresses the 

provision and how an extended facility at Eaton is going to deliver a viable proposition for 

the development of indoor court based sports. 

6.4 Needs Assessment: Summary Conclusions 

The conclusions which can be reached from the needs and demand assessment, together 

with need expressed through the consultation process and background research indicates 

the following: 

 The demand and actual need for additional oval, rectangular and diamond pitch 

infrastructure to service the Shire to 2030 is not evident. The only potential shortfall 

is soccer which is catered for currently with extensive provision at Leschenault 

adjacent to the Leisure Centre, within the Shire of Harvey. The critical consideration 

for the Shire is in increasing the capacity of current reserves which provide sporting 

infrastructure and to enhance the level of ancillary sporting infrastructure which 

supports the sporting use. 

 A detailed business case needs to be undertaken to ensure that the potential 

development for additional court space at the Eaton Recreation Centre addresses 

both the financially viability and meets the needs of the sport in the broader South 

West Region. The South West Regional Planning Infrastructure Framework of 2015 

identified a possible extension to five courts, while reference has also been made 

elsewhere to six. Any future court infrastructure will need to take into account the 

broader area and capability to financially support court use for the sports of netball 

and basketball. 

 Having regard to the outputs from the consultation process and the needs 

assessment undertaken on specific sporting infrastructure, it is evident that: 

o Current sporting provision has the capacity and capability to expand. 

o The quality of infrastructure is the most significant influence which is 

inhibiting growth. 

o Current identified expenditure by the Shire is largely unsecured. It is 

therefore incumbent on the Shire in partnership with sporting organisations 

and community groups to develop a program of works to facilitate the 

development of feasibility assessments and where appropriate and business 

cases to secure investment from state and federal government funding 

programs. 

o The quality of current pitch infrastructure can be improved, noting that it 

incorporates high levels of iron and in some instances salt content. While it 

would be advantageous to move to an alternative site to address these 

challenges, the cost and capability of available land renders this unaffordable 
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and as such, it is better suited as an aspiration to be implemented after 2030. 

Alternative strategies to manage the iron and salt content may need to be 

explored. 

o Planning for Wanju is likely to offer a significant opportunity to offset current 

known deficiencies in the quality of playing facilities and associated 

infrastructure. In the longer term this may assist in relocating some sporting 

users to a more viable alternative opportunity to develop and grow a 

sustainable sporting club. Planning for Wanju should be ongoing and involve 

existing sporting groups to determine the potential opportunities to relocate 

post 2030 and consider the potential repurposing of existing sites. 

 The Shire cannot undertake the work in isolation. Due to the breadth of investment 

required and the complexities associated with each site, working groups involving 

community and other partners (State Sporting Associations, Department of Local 

Government, Sport and Culture, Sporting Clubs, Schools and community groups) will 

need to be established. These working groups may need to be facilitated by the 

Shire, but will require terms of reference to be established which identify key roles 

and responsibilities of each party. 
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