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Planning Department 
Shire of Dardanup 
PO Box 7016 
EATON   WA   6232 
 
Attn: PLANNING OFFICER 
 
Thursday, 8 April 2021 

 

 

RE:Application for Variation to R-Codes for Lot 1156 Primrose Vista, Millbridge . 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

On behalf of our client, we are requesting a Variation to Residential Design Codes Clause 
5.1.3 Lot Boundary Setback for the Zero Lot Wall to the garage.  

Please find below points to consider when deliberating on this matter. 

 

Regarding the Zero lot wall to the garage. 

• The positioning of the home provides adequate ventilation while enhancing the open space 
on the site. 

• The unusual shape of the block and narrow frontage increases the difficulty in positioning 
the garage while maximising the sites potential. 

• With the garage on the north-eastern boundary this will not have adverse impact on the 
amenity of the adjoining lot.  

• The active outdoor spaces are giving privacy with the house located in the current position. 
 

Rear/Side Setback 
• The block is zoned R10 and requires a 6m rear setback.  
• Only the Outdoor living areas are closer to the boundary with the closest point being 1798 

away from the boundary and the main building is over 6m away. 
• With the reduced setback this will have no impact on adjoining neighbours as it is a reserve 

behind the rear/side boundaries. 
• To have sufficient access to the home from Primrose Vista and allow access to the yard 

space/designated outbuilding area the home is required to be located where shown on the 
site, to move the house forwards to the road will negate any access to the mentioned areas 
above. 

 

(Appendix ORD: 12.2.1A)
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From: Kevin Carey 

Sent: Monday, 31 May 2021 10:00 AM 

To: Submissions Planning 

Cc: Suzanne Occhipinti 

Subject: RE: Application for Development Approval - Single Dwelling and 

Cubby House - Lot 1156 (33) Primrose Vista Millbridge WA 6232 

 

Importance: High 

 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Flagged 

 
Chief Executive Officer 

Shire of Dardanup 

PO Box 7016 

Eaton WA 6232 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

We are pleased to note that the ‘Cubby House’ has been removed from the 

original development application. 

However, our objection to the garage wall being part of the common boundary 

line still stands. A house plan should be designed to suit the block and it’s 

orientation not designed to necessitate the ‘bending’ of building guidelines to fit 

the block. 

We were always aware that a house may be built 1 metre away from this 

common boundary line, and we accepted that there may  only be 2 metres 

separation along some parts of this boundary. However, we do not accept a 1 

metre separation of approx. 6 metres in length by approx. 2.6 metres in height. 

This will in effect be a tunnel on our property, with no impact on the applicants 

property. 

 

Yes this property has a narrow street frontage, so do lots 1151, 1152 and 1154. 

If the shire agrees to this application and set a precedent for these creek facing 

lots, will they then approve another garage wall on common boundary with Lot 

1154 and have our block walled in? 

 

 

Regards 

 
Kevin & Helen Carey 
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Introduction 

The Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) is inviting Local 

Governments to submit an Expression of Interest to establish a climate alliance 

under the Regional Climate Alliance Program. The Program is an initiative under 

the State Government’s Western Australian Climate Policy  and aims to support 

regional Local Governments to take action on climate change, energy and 

sustainability through regional partnerships.  

The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER), the lead agency 

for the initiative, has partnered with WALGA to administer the Program. WALGA 

will manage the program and $420,000 will be available for two pilot Regional 

Climate Alliances with joint oversight from DWER, the Department of Local 

Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC), and WALGA. 

Program funding will support employment of a Regional Climate Alliance 

Coordinator within each of the two Alliances established. Funding will also be 

available to the Alliances to deliver climate adaptation and mitigation projects 

through a competitive grant process.  

The Program aims to pilot the Alliance model in Western Australia and 

demonstrate how collective action, at a regional level, can enable Local 

Governments to overcome current capacity limitations and accelerate the delivery 

of climate change responses.  

This Program builds on the Climate Resilient Councils project (2019-2021), a 

collaboration between WALGA, DWER, and the Department of Fire and 

Emergency Services; DLGSC, and the Local Government Insurance Service. The 

Program responds to the Climate Resilient Councils project’s finding that while 

some of the larger Local Governments are progressing well in responding to 

climate change, most small regional Local Governments have made less progress.  

Common barriers to the implementation of climate change planning and actions 

within Local Government include lack of resources, expertise, and competing 

priorities. Regional alliance models established in South Australia and Victoria 

have been found to be an effective way to overcome some of these barriers. 

These alliances have also demonstrated that jointly addressing climate change 

can result in positive environmental outcomes and reduction in current and future 

operating or capital costs. Since 2001, the state of Victoria has established nine 

Local Government climate alliances (Victorian Greenhouse Alliances) that cover 

79 Local Government areas.  

State Government supporting the Regional Climate Alliance Program 

In November 2020, the State Government released the Western Australian Climate 

Policy outlining themes and initiatives to support a low carbon and climate resilient 

future. The policy recognises that Local Governments are at the forefront of 

dealing with climate risks and that there is value in working in partnership with the 

sector to ensure our communities are safe and our regions are resilient.  This 

Program is a key initiative under the ‘Resilient cit ies and region’s’ policy theme.  

(Appendix ORD: 12.2.2A)

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/western-australian-climate-policy
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/western-australian-climate-policy
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/western-australian-climate-policy


Regional Climate Alliance Program-Application Guidelines 

 

 Page 3 

 

 

1. Establish Regional Climate Alliances 
that can successfully develop and 
implement projects that are currently 
beyond the reach of individual Local 
Governments and that demonstrate a 
reduction in climate change risks and 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
community, business or Local 
Government activities; 
 

2. Support Local Governments within the 
Alliances to build their capacity, 
beyond the life of the Program, to 
respond to climate change, and 
accelerate their adaptation and 
mitigation responses; 
 

3. Provide opportunities for the Alliances 
to share capacity building resources 
between Alliances and the Local 
Government sector more broadly; and  
 

4. Assess the efficacy of the Regional 
Climate Alliance model in WA and 
provide recommendations to DWER, 
DLGSC and WALGA on whether to 
expand the program and improve 
climate adaptation and mitigation 
action planning and implementation at 
the regional level, and any 
recommended improvements to the 
model.    

 

 

Objectives of the Regional 

Climate Alliance Program 

 

Image: Kulin (Source: WALGA) 
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REGIONAL 

APPROACH TO 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

PLANNING 

Benefits of the 

Regional Climate 

Alliance Model 

COST SAVINGS 

through: 

 Providing a forum to build 
networks and share information 
and knowledge-creating a 
“brains trust” 

 Resource and document sharing 

 Find out about what other Local 
Governments are doing  

 Clear communication of 
initiatives within and beyond 
Local Governments.  

 

 

 

EXPERIMENTATION 

AND INNOVATION 

through: 

CAPACITY BUILDING 

AND KNOWLEDGE 

SHARING through: 

 

TIME SAVING AND 

AVOIDING DUPLICATION 

through: 

 

DRIVING CLIMATE 

PROGRESS through: 

 

 Harnessing efficiencies and 
economies of scale to reduce 
operating or capital  costs 
across local governments 

 Allowing councils to participate 
in projects that they would not 
be able to individually 

 

EMISSIONS 

REDUCTION 

through: 

Participation in climate 
mitigation projects 

 

 

Providing opportunities for 

trialling new projects that 

would not be undertaken 

by an individual Local 

Government. 

 

ADVOCACY 

through: 

The Alliance providing 
consistent messaging across 
Local Governments and an 
opportunity for Local 
Governments to participate in 
advocacy on a range of 
issues. 

The Alliance Coordinator who 

acts as a catalyst for action 

through encouraging 

interactions, coordinating work 

and identifying opportunities 

to strengthen climate action. 

 

ACCESS TO 

TECHNICAL 

EXPERTISE 

through: 

 

 Identifying lessons from other 
initiatives-what worked and what 
didn’t 

 Save staff time in preparing 
materials 

 Allow resources to be built on and 
improved 

 ‘Sharing the wheel rather than 
reinventing it’ 

 Reduce duplication by 
collaborating 

 

 

Providing an opportunity for 
Local Government staff to 
ask questions and build their 
own understanding of climate 
change and energy through 
the Alliance Coordinator. 
 

Adapted from EAGA Impact Evaluation Report  (2021) 
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Program overview 
 

Purpose of the Program 

The Regional Climate Alliance Program is supporting the State Government’s 

Western Australian Climate Policy action to build resilient cities and regions in 

WA. The purpose of the Program is to support non-metropolitan Local 

Governments to work together in regional partnerships to address climate 

adaptation and mitigation issues. The program will provide interested Local 

Governments with an opportunity to work with other Local Governments, whilst 

receiving funding and support from WALGA. Establishing alliances will support 

climate action in small Local Governments that are resource constrained, lack 

expertise and have competing priorities.  

 

Program Funding 

The Program will provide $420,000 in funding for the Regional Climate Alliances 

between the 2021-23 financial years. Funding will be provided to employ two 

Regional Climate Alliance Coordinators and to deliver adaptation and mitigation 

projects on the ground. All amounts listed below are excluding GST. 

 

Item 2021-22 2022-23 Total Funding  

Regional Climate 
Alliance Coordinator 
Position 

 

$55,000 per 
Alliance 

$110,000 total 

$55,000 per 
Alliance 

$110,000 total 

$220,000 

Project Funding  

(Subject to project 
funding applications) 

Up to $100,000 Up to $100,000 $200,000 

Figure 1: The Regional Climate Alliance Program funding distribution. 
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Regional Climate Alliance Coordinator Position 

Once established, each Regional Climate Alliance will have access to $55,000 

(exc GST) for the 2021-22 and 2022-23 financial years to fund the employment of 

a Regional Climate Alliance Coordinator Position.  

Responsibilities 

The Regional Climate Alliance Coordinator will be responsible for the following 

activities: 

 Coordinating an initial Strategic Planning workshop with Local Government 
representatives within the Alliance to identify objectives, values and areas of 
mutual interest.  

 Facilitating committees that support decision-making within the Regional 
Climate Alliance; 

 Facilitating action planning (adaptation or mitigation) for the Regional Climate 
Alliance or Local Governments within the Regional Climate Alliance to support 
applications for Project Funding under this program; 

 Preparing and submitting applications for Project Funding under this program, 
and where possible, from other funding programs and initiatives; 

 Ensuring project funding is managed appropriately to deliver the outcomes of 
both the Program and the approved Project(s) ; 

 Ensuring that appropriate financial records are maintained to support WALGA’s 
Program Progress Reports; 

 Providing input to a Program Evaluation undertaken by DWER, DLGSC, and 
WALGA on conclusion of the Program (mid 2023); 

 Supporting the Regional Climate Alliances with the delivery of climate change 
responses and projects; and 

 Providing briefings and promote knowledge sharing and awareness-raising 
within the Regional Climate Alliance, and with other Regional Climate 
Alliances. 

Recruitment and management of the Coordinators will be the responsibility of the 

Local Governments within the Alliances. WALGA is available to be part of the 

selection panel when recruiting the Coordinators and a position description will be 

made available with the Resources on the WALGA website.  

 

Regional Climate Alliance Project Funding 

The Regional Climate Alliances established under this Program will have access 

to up to $100,000 (exc GST) for climate adaptation and mitigation projects in the 

2021-22 and 2022-23 financial years. The annual project funding budget will be 

shared between alliances and distributed based on project funding applications. 

This approach will ensure proposed projects are collaborative, achieve mitigation 

or adaptation outcomes and are consistent with the Program’s objectives.  

Project funding applications will be assessed by a Committee represented by 

WALGA, DWER and DLGSC. Project application guidelines and an application 

form will be provided following the establishment of the Regional Climate 

Alliances.  

(Appendix ORD: 12.2.2A)
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Eligibility Criteria  

To be eligible for the Program, applications must meet the following criteria:  

1. Local Governments outside of the Perth and Peel regions are eligible to apply 
(see list below). Local Governments inside Perth and Peel regions are not 
eligible.  

 
2. Applicants must provide evidence that all Local Governments within the 

application have formally agreed to participate through a Council decision, for 
the 2 year period of the Program. 

 
3. A minimum of three Local Governments are required to form an alliance as part 

of the Program.  

All Western Australian Local Governments outside the Perth Metropolitan and 

Peel Regions are eligible to apply. These Local Governments are: 

 City of Albany 

 Shire of Ashburton 

 Shire of Augusta Margaret River 

 Shire of Beverley 

 Shire of Boyup Brook 

 Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes 

 Shire of Brookton 

 Shire of Broome 

 Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup 

 Shire of Bruce Rock 

 City of Bunbury 

 City of Busselton 

 Shire of Capel 

 Shire of Carnamah 

 Shire of Carnarvon 

 Shire of Chapman Valley 

 Shire of Chittering 

 Shire of Collie 

 Shire of Coolgardie 

 Shire of Coorow 

 Shire of Corrigin 

 Shire of Cranbrook 

 Shire of Cuballing 

 Shire of Cue 

 Shire of Cunderdin 

 Shire of Dalwallinu 

 Shire of Dandaragan 

 Shire of Dardanup 

 Shire of Denmark 
 

 

 Shire of Derby-West Kimberley 

 Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup 

 Shire of Dowerin 

 Shire of Dumbleyung 

 Shire of Dundas 

 Shire of East Pilbara 

 Shire of Esperance 

 Shire of Exmouth 

 Shire of Gingin 

 Shire of Gnowangerup 

 Shire of Goomalling 

 City of Greater Geraldton 

 Shire of Halls Creek 

 Shire of Harvey 

 Shire of Irwin 

 Shire of Jerramungup 

 City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

 City of Karratha 

 Shire of Katanning 

 Shire of Kellerberrin 

 Shire of Kent 

 Shire of Kojonup 

 Shire of Kondinin 

 Shire of Koorda 

 Shire of Kulin 

 Shire of Lake Grace 

 Shire of Laverton 

 Shire of Leonora 

 Shire of Manjimup 

 Shire of Meekatharra 
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 Shire of Menzies 

 Shire of Merredin 

 Shire of Mingenew 

 Shire of Moora 

 Shire of Morawa 

 Shire of Mount Magnet 

 Shire of Mount Marshall 

 Shire of Mukinbudin 

 Shire of Murchison 

 Shire of Nannup 

 Shire of Narembeen 

 Shire of Narrogin 

 Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku 

 Shire of Northam 

 Shire of Northampton 

 Shire of Nungarin 

 Shire of Perenjori 

 Shire of Pingelly 

 Shire of Plantagenet 

 Town of Port Hedland 

 Shire of Quairading 

 Shire of Ravensthorpe 

 Shire of Sandstone 
 

 

 Shire of Shark Bay 

 Shire of Tammin 

 Shire of Three Springs 

 Shire of Toodyay 

 Shire of Trayning 

 Shire of Upper Gascoyne 

 Shire of Victoria Plains 

 Shire of Wagin 

 Shire of Wandering 

 Shire of West Arthur 

 Shire of Westonia 

 Shire of Wickepin 

 Shire of Williams 

 Shire of Wiluna 

 Shire of Wongan-Ballidu 

 Shire of Woodanilling 

 Shire of Wyalkatchem 

 Shire of Wyndham-East 
Kimberley 

 Shire of Yalgoo 

 Shire of Yilgarn 

 Shire of York 
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Program Timeframes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Denmark Road (Source: WALGA) 
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How to apply 

Applications must be submitted by the following closing date and time: 

 

 

 

Applicants must: 

 Answer all questions in the application form 
 Provide evidence of Council and CEO endorsement from all participating 

Councils in the application at the time of submission. 
 

Advice and guidance 

WALGA is administering the Regional Climate Alliance Program. It can provide 

information on these guidelines and further information on any topics outlined in 

the Climate Alliance Guidance document.  

11:59pm on Monday, 21 June 

2021 
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Assessment  
 

Assessment Criteria 

The table below outlines the criteria that will be used by the Committee to assess 

applications. 

Criteria Value Description 

Strategy and 
Governance 

40%  Identified how participation in the Program will help 
to address climate change; 

 Identified shared priorities or projects that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and/or improve climate 
change resilience; and 

 Evidence of strategic thinking on how the alliance 
will be governed 

Viability  30%  Contributions (in-kind or financial) from Local 
Governments to maximise the success of the 
Alliance (e.g. resourcing, facilities, direct 
investment); 

 Consideration of how contributions will be shared 
between Local Governments; and 

 Demonstrated consideration and understanding of 
how the Coordinator position will function and be 
resourced to deliver positive outcomes for the 
Alliance and more broadly 

Partnership and 
collaboration 

20%  Demonstrated ability to collaborate effectively with 
other Local Governments to achieve beneficial 
social, environmental or economic outcomes 
 

Engagement 10%  Consideration of how the community, local 
businesses and other stakeholders will be informed 
and engaged to enhance climate change responses 
  

 

The Application and Assessment Process 

1. Check your eligibility 

2. Attend a Regional Climate Alliance Program Information Session (optional) 

3. Organise a workshop/meeting with Local Governments in your area to 

determine if you should form an Alliance.  

4. Get Council and CEO approval 

5. Submit an Expression of Interest application via email 
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Notification of assessment outcome 

All applicants will be notified by email and letter of the assessment outcome.  

 

Key dates 

 

Milestone Date due 

Expression of interest application open 10 May 2021 

Information session 
 

 Eligible Local Governments invited to attend an 
information session 

May/June 2021 

Applications close 21 June 2021 

Successful applicants notified 
 

 Local Governments formally advised of outcome 
of EOI 

 Letter of Offer, Funding Agreement and Purchase 
Order provided to successful applicants 
 

30 June 2021 

Agreement between the Alliance and WALGA  
 

 Signed agreement outlining scope and conditions 
of program funding and management 

21 July 2021 

Recruitment for Regional Climate Coordinator 
Position finalised  
 

 Provision of funding for Coordinator roles  

31 August 2021 

Strategic Planning undertaken 

 The Alliances undertake adaptation and mitigation 
planning 
 

31 August –  30 
December 2021 

Project funding applications open 
 

11 January 2022 

It is understood that recruitment for the Regional Climate Coordinator position may 

take longer than the deadline indicated above and there may be some flexibility, 

as required.  
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Requirements for successful recipients 
 

Program launch and promotion 

WALGA, DWER and DLGSC must be: 

 Invited to attend any formal launch events  

 Advised 4 weeks prior to any formal events 

 Acknowledged for their contribution in all communication and media for the 
project. 

 

 

Alliance Funding Agreement with WALGA  

Successful Alliances will be required to sign an Agreement with WALGA which will 

outline objectives, obligations of each party and conditions of funding. An 

agreement template will be provided by WALGA. 

 

Project management 

WALGA will ask each Local Government to nominate a representative to the 

Regional Climate Alliance Program. 

The appointment of a representative demonstrates a commitment by the Local 

Governments to participate in the Alliance and will be the point of contact for 

WALGA during the Program. Multiple representatives may be selected by each 

Local Government to participate in the Working Groups and/Committees, as part 

of the Alliance, depending on the governance structure decided upon.  

 

Payment of funding  

WALGA will make payments for Coordinators and successful Projects at specified 

milestones. Payment details will be outlined in the Funding Agreement provided to 

the Alliances by WALGA.  

A final Program Report and financial statement of expenditure is required within 1 

month of completion of the Program. 

Any unspent funds must be returned to WALGA. 
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Progress reporting  

Successful applicants will be required to submit a Program Progress report at 

least every 3 months. A project report template will be provided by WALGA during 

the project delivery period and wil l address the following: 

 Achievements against objectives outlined in the Program application;  

 Brief summary of program progress (key decisions made, challenges and 
learnings, progress towards Alliance specific objectives); 

 Outline of project expenditure and status of key milestones, including any 
delivery risks; and 

 A brief summary of how stakeholders outside of Local Government have 
been engaged in the design, planning and delivery of the program or 
projects.  

The recipient is responsible for alerting WALGA of any issues or risks to 

completion of the project at the first available opportunity.  

Program Progress reports due 

Deadline 

13 September 2021 

13 December 2021 

14 March 2021 

13 June 2022 

19 September 2022 

12 December 2022 

13 March 2023 

12 June 2023 (Final Report) 

 

Program completion and evaluation 

To align with DWER’s delivery timeframe for this initiative, funding will only be 

available to established Alliances between 2021/22 and 2022/23 financial years.  

At the conclusion of the Program: 

 WALGA will continue to be available to provide support to the Alliances in 
the form of advice. 
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 Alliances will be asked to provide input to an evaluation report developed 
by DWER, DLSGC and WALGA. The report will identify learnings from the 
Program and make recommendations on how the model could be improved.  

 

Legislative and Regulatory Requirements 

In delivering the activities as part of the grant, recipients are required to comply 

with all relevant Commonwealth, state/territory legislations and regulations, and 

Local Laws relevant to the site(s). 

 

Tax Implications 

Applicants should consult the Australian Tax Office or seek professional advice on 

any taxation implications that may arise from this grant funding. 

 

Acknowledging the State Government and WALGA’s support 

Local Governments and the Alliances should acknowledge and include the 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation’s and WALGA’s logo in all 

promotional material and media related to the Regional Climate Alliance Program. 

Reference to the Program supporting the delivery of the State Government’s 

Western Australian Climate Policy (2020) should also be included. 

Co-branded promotional material is to be provided to DWER and WALGA for 

approval prior to publication.  

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  

For additional information on associated publications or promotional material , 

please contact climate@dwer.wa.gov.au. 

Western Australian Local Government Association 

For additional information on logo requirements, please contact 

communications@walga.asn.au  

 

Insurance requirements 

Local Governments applying for funding via this program must have minimum 

public liability insurance cover of $20 million. 

We recommend that applicant organisations have personal accident and 

professional indemnity insurance, however this is not a condition of funding.  
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Disclaimer 

Submission of application does not guarantee funding. The costs of preparing an 

application are borne by the applicant. 

Privacy policy 

WALGA will collect and store the information you provide to enable processing of 

your expression of interest application. 

Any information provided by you will be stored on a database that will only be 

accessed by authorised personnel and is subject to privacy restrictions. The 

information will only be used for the purposed for which it was collected.  

 

References 

First Person Consulting 2021, Evaluation of EAGA ’s Impact, Eastern Alliance for 

Greenhouse Action, Melbourne, <https://eaga.com.au/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/Impact-Evaluation-of-Eastern-Alliance-for-Greenhouse-

Action-Summary.pdf > 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 2020, Western Australian 

Climate Policy, Government of Western Australia, Perth, 

<https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/environment-information-

services/western-australian-climate-change-policy>  
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Criteria 1: Strategy and Governance (30%)  
1. What are the high-level objectives and benefits you will get from working together, as part of an alliance, to 
address climate change? (500 words) 
 
Our Alliance has a vision to become a carbon neutral coast. Stretching along the entire coast of the south-west 
region, we are committed to working together to become a connected and resilient region, on a journey to 
decarbonise and reach net zero emissions as rapidly as possible. In doing so we will not only build the sustainability 
of our region and enhance our status as an eco-tourist destination, but we will also create local jobs and strengthen 
our communities in the process. 
 
 
The Carbon Neutral Coastal Alliance has identified and prioritised three core objectives and benefits we will get from 
working together to address climate change. 

1. Collaborating on and delivering innovative regional projects to address climate change that would 
otherwise be unviable or inefficient for each Local Government to pursue individually  

By working collaboratively as a region and pooling our resources (financial, staffing, expertise etc.) we will 
deliver projects more strategically and efficiently for all of us, ultimately accelerating our action on climate 
change. 
   

2. Assisting member councils and their communities to move rapidly away from dependence on fossil 
fuels,  

We recognise the urgent need to shift to 100% renewable energy across our communities, businesses and 
industries as well as decarbonise/electrify our operations within our buildings, streetlights and vehicle fleets. 
By moving away from fossil fuels to renewable energy we will be able to ensure energy resilience for our 
region, create local jobs and/or income for our communities through community owned-renewable initiatives, 
reduce air pollution and improve the health of our residents. 

 
3. Undertaking advocacy on issues of mutual interest - with a unified regional voice 

As Local Governments we are committed to lead on climate action wherever possible, but recognise that 
there are  many climate challenges where Local Government is not solely responsible or able to fully 
address the issues without collaboration and cooperation from stakeholders including Federal and State 
Governments, public and private businesses and our communities. As an Alliance of regional councils, 
issues like transport, agriculture, industry and tourism fall into this category. Uniting as an Alliance will 
enable us to provide more robust and vocal advocacy, particularly for issues specific to our region. We hope 
to establish and build on effective communications and relationships with Federal and State Government, 
and with our communities to progress policy, funding and behaviour changes necessary for climate action.  

 

2. What are the shared climate priorities and projects that could be pursued through the alliance? Please list 
below. (400 words) 
 
The Carbon Neutral Coastal Alliance have initially identified our shared climate priorities to be: 
 

 Transport emissions -  Transport is a huge part of Councils and community emissions profiles for regional 

councils. One important solution to this is the rollout and uptake of electric vehicles (EV’s) and other 
alternative fuels such as hydrogen. For example, we see significant potential for our Alliance to work 
collaboratively and strategically to design and implement a network of EV charging stations across our 
region. As Local Governments we could also support the community through hosting bulk buy EV events, 
and act as leaders by rapidly transitioning our own fleets to EV. Collaborating on this project enables 
strategic and efficient placement of EV charging stations, it will also ensure consistency of signage and 
instructions for users across the region, and it cuts costs on installation and community education. Taking 
this collective action will also empower us to be vocal advocates for EV policies at a State Government level. 

 
 Planning and infrastructure - Knowing that infrastructure and the built form accounts for a significant 

portion of our emissions and is also an area that Local Governments can have large influence over, working 
to decarbonise buildings, street lighting and other infrastructure across our community is perhaps one of the 
easiest and most urgent steps to take. We are interested in a region-wide roll out of LED streetlighting. We 
are also interested in developing planning policies that support energy efficiencies, canopy targets and 
carbon neutral standards in existing and new buildings across our operations and in our communities. We 
envisage great potential in collaborating to develop this policy work. We also see potential in implementing 
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demonstration projects that deploy renewable energy and active energy management on Local Government 
assets, purchasing an e-tool to measure and assess the embodied and operational carbon in buildings in 
different planning priorities across our Local Governments, and rolling out training and education programs 
for staff, builders, designers and our community. 
 

 Community Engagement / Outreach - one of the biggest challenges in being able to set targets and 

achieve progress towards net zero for Local Government Areas is the community emissions profile. We 
have identified that engaging, educating and supporting our communities - businesses, residents, 
community groups - is a critical part of our journey to net zero. We see significant opportunities here in our 
region in the areas of regenerative agriculture and eco-tourism. Pooling resources and learning from existing 
projects in Australia such as the Hepburn ZNET project, would greatly improve engagement outcomes. 
 

3. Describe how your alliance will be governed. 
 
The Peron Naturaliste Partnership (PNP) as an incorporated group includes a Board of elected members; a Coastal 
Planning and Management Committee that comprises senior officers; and the Secretariat that consists of two part-
time Coastal Adaptation Coordinators and the host Council which is currently the City of Mandurah. The PNP is 
currently delivering a number of projects including the Capel to Leschenault Coastal Hazard Risk Management 
Adaptation Plan (CHRMAP) project that involves a number of PNP member Local Governments; State Government 
agencies and the Southern Ports Association. The roles and responsibilities of each party in this project is guided by 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). It is proposed that a MoU be developed and adopted to establish the roles 
and responsibilities of; the Shire of Augusta Margaret River; the PNP; and member Local Governments participating 
in the Alliance being, the; City of Busselton; Shire of Capel; City of Bunbury; Shire of Dardanup; Shire of Harvey; and 
Shire of Waroona. The MoU will also include accountabilities and dispute resolution negotiations. Officers from each 
of the Local Governments and the PNP will meet every two months to govern and make decisions for the Alliance 
including the determination and delivery of projects and priorities. The PNP Board will be kept up to date on the 
progress of the Alliance and projects at meetings that occur three times a year. 
 
 
Criteria 2: Viability (30%)  
4. Which Local Government in your proposed Alliance will host the Regional Climate Alliance Coordinator 
position?  
Shire of Augusta Margaret River. 
 

5. What contributions will be provided by Local Governments to enhance the Alliance, and how will these 
contributions be shared? (400 words) 
 
The Shire of Augusta Margaret River will host the Coordinator position including access to a computer, office space in 
the Council Buildings, insurance and HR services.  The role is anticipated be undertaken by the recently appointed 
PhD student who has been employed by the Shire and Edith Cowan University to look at mainstreaming climate 
action within Local Government. 
 
All Alliance member Local Governments will share equal responsibility to provide meeting facilities to host Committee 
meetings, on a rotating basis.  
 
All Alliance Local Governments will provide approximately 2 days per month of 1x staff member’s time to attend 
committee meetings, contribute to grant applications, preparation of documents for council sign off, organise 
workshops and project management to deliver projects on the ground. This contribution is estimated to be valued at 
$72,000/annum ($50/hr, 24 days/year, 7.5 hrs/day x 8 (7 LG’s and PNP)) 
 
Alliance member Local Governments have already committed over $2.6 million towards climate mitigation and 
adaptation projects in next years budget.  The Alliance will workshop the priority projects to develop a program of 
works and allocate internal funds along with any grant money towards joint projects based on the outcomes.  It is 
anticipated that this co-ordinated approach will result in more efficient use of resources and accelerate local climate 
action.  
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Criteria 3: Partnership and Collaboration (20%)  
6. Have the Local Governments in your proposal successfully collaborated with other Local Governments to 
implement projects or programs? Please provide specific examples. (Max 400 words) 
 
Six of the Local Government’s involved in this Alliance have worked together for over 10 years as part of the Peron 
Naturaliste Partnership (PNP) - an incorporated collective established in 2011 to provide a regional mechanism to 
facilitate effective and timely adaptation responses to climate change in our coastal communities. During this time this 
collective has, and is continuing to deliver, numerous projects including; Capel – Leschenault CHRMAP; Regional 
Coastal Monitoring Program; CoastSnap Community Monitoring Program; Involving Communities in Developing 
Coastal Risk Management Frameworks; Shire of Harvey CHRMAP; Pilot Coastal Community Adaptation Awareness 
Plan; and Coastal Adaptation Decision Making Pathways Project: Developing Flexible Adaptation Options for the 
PNP Region. Further information on the PNP and projects can be found on the PNP website.  
 
Joining the PNP Local Governments in this Carbon Neutral Coastal Alliance is the Shire of Augusta Margaret River, 
who have demonstrated exceptional leadership in climate action in recent years, and as a neighbouring Local 
Government to the PNP, hope to accelerate the journey to net zero emissions through this partnership approach.  
The Shire of Augusta Margaret River have been involved in a number of successful collaborations with PNP 
members and other Shires including the South West Waste Network Group, South West Country Zone of WALGA, 
South West Electric Highway, the Design Review Panel, CapeROC (Regional Organisation of Councils), the Cities 
Power Partnership and Scott River Action Group to name a few.  
 
Criteria 4: Engagement (10%)  
7. Describe how the Alliance will inform and engage communities, local businesses and other stakeholders 
on the planning and delivery of the Program. (300 words) 
 
The project coordinator will work closely with each Local Government to connect with local businesses, stakeholders, 
and key community groups through a series of one on one meetings, roundtables and public forums. This will be a 
priority activity during the initial planning and consultation stages of the Alliance to help inform the strategic projects 
undertaken and ensure buy-in from the wider community. Any public forums, surveys or other opportunities for 
engagement will be published on each council’s website, social media accounts, e-bulletins and local papers.  
 
Stakeholder and community engagement and involvement is fundamental to the success of this project. The Alliance 
is committed to actively inform, engage and involve their communities over the two year period at every opportunity 
via various forms including but not limited to;  public forums, social media, local newspapers, Local Government and 
PNP websites, newsletters, social media and e-bulletins. 
 
A key component of the project is the Community Engagement/Outreach to achieve the broader community 
emissions reduction.  Working together and pooling resources will enable a coordinated and consistent message to 
our communities and will allow members to roll out a well thought out program rather than each undertaking ad hoc 
engagement.  There are a number of successful programs currently running in Australia that could be adapted to our 
coastal communities. 
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MARY ANNE CLEARY 1862-1837 

School teacher, farmer, businesswoman, achiever. 

Mary Anne Cleary, born, raised and buried in Dardanup, was a 

remarkable woman, achieving so much in the district which 

was her life and love. 

She was the eldest daughter of district pioneers, Irish Catholics 

James and Alice (Garvey) Cleary. 

 James Cleary came early to Dardanup, worked for Thomas 

Little and, with his first wages, bought a cow. 

Mary Anne’s mother came to Dardanup in 1853 from 

Tipperary, Ireland, with parents, William and Mary Garvey. 

Born in 1862, Mary Anne Cleary became a teacher at the 

Catholic School on the grounds of the old Dardanup Catholic 

Church (now the Thomas Little Hall) about 1882. 

Family described her as a strong, regal woman who wore her 

hair rolled on top of her head. 

She lived with her parents in a house reminiscent of an Irish 

home, thatched and made with wattle and daub. There were 

several rooms, all white-washed and with a fire-place in the 

sitting room. It became known as Rosevale but was later 

replaced with another home on the same site and still standing. 

In the late 1880s the Government of W.A. announced that only 

State Schools would, in future, receive government funding. 

Almost overnight the Catholic School became a State School 

and the children continued to be taught by Miss Cleary in their 

same premises until the government school was built across the 

road.  

(Appendix ORD: 12.2.5C)



Tragedy struck the Cleary family.  James Cleary died in 1902 

and his son-in-law (married to Mary Anne’s sister, Alice 

Cleary) died in 1908. Mary Anne found herself bread-winner 

for a household consisting of her widowed mother, widowed 

sister and a very young niece, Mary. 

She resigned from teaching, became a farmer and 

businesswoman and employed workers including Aboriginal 

stockman Wilfred Warburton who worked with her for thirty 

years.  

Land was purchased and she owned possibly a thousand acres 

around Dardanup, seventeen hundred acres at Lake Preston 

and more land in the hills. 

From George Fee’s diary April 19 1918: 

“Miss M.A. Cleary, Mr. Doolan and W. Warburton are at 

present camped on the Lake constructing water holes and 

fencing off Miss Cleary’s paddock adjoining Venn’s.” 

(The Lake is Lake Preston)

Amazingly successful in a time when few women farmed in 

their own right, Mary Anne Cleary, teacher, died on the 

fifteenth of August 1837 and is buried in the Pioneer Catholic 

Cemetery in Dardanup.   

Table and chairs of jarrah, hand-turned by Mr. Gibbs of 

Ferguson, given to Mary Anne’s parents as a wedding gift 

remain in the family as does a chest of drawers bought from 

the Prinsep family on departure. 

 (Researcher: Jennifer Golding) 
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