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AutoCAD SHX Text
MAJOR PROJECTS

AutoCAD SHX Text
INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY DIRECTORATE 

AutoCAD SHX Text
Waterloo Crescent

AutoCAD SHX Text
Telephone (08) 9323 4111

AutoCAD SHX Text
East Perth 6004

AutoCAD SHX Text
Fax (08) 9323 4430

jon.bowler
Text Box
Golding Crescent
Closed 1st October 2021
Open 23rd January 2022

jon.bowler
Text Box
Long term closure - Wireless Road
29th November 2021 - 26th April 2023
(between Harris Road & Railway Road)

Permanent Closure 
29th November 2021
St Helena Road
Bell Road
(as per BORR design)


jon.bowler
Line

jon.bowler
Line

jon.bowler
Line
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AutoCAD SHX Text
MAJOR PROJECTS

AutoCAD SHX Text
INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY DIRECTORATE 

AutoCAD SHX Text
Waterloo Crescent

AutoCAD SHX Text
Telephone (08) 9323 4111

AutoCAD SHX Text
East Perth 6004

AutoCAD SHX Text
Fax (08) 9323 4430

jon.bowler
Text Box
Harris Road Closed 
5th January 2022 - 26th April 2023 Closures between 
Italiano Rd - Waterloo Rd
Waterloo Rd - Dowdells Line

jon.bowler
Text Box
Stage 1 Closures stay in place
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AutoCAD SHX Text
MAJOR PROJECTS

AutoCAD SHX Text
INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY DIRECTORATE 

AutoCAD SHX Text
Waterloo Crescent

AutoCAD SHX Text
Telephone (08) 9323 4111

AutoCAD SHX Text
East Perth 6004

AutoCAD SHX Text
Fax (08) 9323 4430

jon.bowler
Text Box
Martin Pelusey Road Closure
26th April 2023 - 22nd Dec 2023
Closures between 
Harris Road - Copplestone Road
Harris Road - Blawery Close

jon.bowler
Text Box
Permanent Closure
26th April 2023
Waterloo Road
(as per BORR design)
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AutoCAD SHX Text
INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY DIRECTORATE 

AutoCAD SHX Text
Waterloo Crescent

AutoCAD SHX Text
Telephone (08) 9323 4111

AutoCAD SHX Text
East Perth 6004

AutoCAD SHX Text
Fax (08) 9323 4430

jon.bowler
Text Box
Permanent Closure
22th Dec 2023
Harris Road
(as per BORR design)
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AutoCAD SHX Text
Fax (08) 9323 4430

jon.bowler
Text Box
Martin Pelusey Road 
Closed 22nd December 2023 Open 28th June 2024
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Shire of Dardanup Infrastructure Services

Report — Ferguson Valley and Surrounds Community Facilities Plan

1. Executive Summary

The Ferguson Valley and Surrounds Community Facilities Plan (The Plan) provides advice on
the immediate, short, medium and long term community facility improvements to be
considered in the Shire’s forward plans as well as future opportunities which may require the
cooperation of an external authority. The Plan has been prepared following assessment of
existing facilities together with consideration of proposals contained within the Shire’s
existing Ten Year Asset Management Plans from initial review and feedback from the Ferguson
Valley Advisory Group.

The Draft Plan was prepared with input from the Ferguson Valley Advisory Group and refined
by Shire staff following an extended community consutation period. Detailed outcomes of the
engagement are included in the Community Engagement Outcomes Report at Appendix B.

The August 2021 Plan is presented to Council as the final version for endorsement. This version
of the report accompanies the final Plan.

The Plan is attached at Appendix D.
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Shire of Dardanup Infrastructure Services

Report — Ferguson Valley and Surrounds Community Facilities Plan

2. Project Team

The following chart provides the project personnel structure:

Project Sponsor
Luke Botica

Director Infrastructure

Project Manager
Nathan Ryder

Manager Infrastructure Planning and Design

Project Officer
Vicki Pretorius

Landscape Design Officer

Project Team Advisor Project Team Advisor Project Team

6 Administrator
Principal Plannin
P . 6 Manag.er HEFIELL PA Director Other staff as required
Officer Community Engagement
Infrastructure

Cecilia Muller Lucy Owen-conway Peta Nolan

Name Signature Date
Luke Botica
Director Infrastructure
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Project Details

Background

The aim of this study was to produce the Ferguson Valley and Surrounds Community Facilities
Plan and Report.

The final Plan provides a visual representation of all current and proposed facilities that result
from the research and community consultation undertaken in the study. The Plan provides
advice on the short, medium and long term community facilities to be considered in the
Shire’s forward plans. The Plan documents projects which are already included in the Shire’s
Asset Management Plans as well as possible future opportunities, including projects which
may require the cooperation of an external agency or group to implement.

For the purposes of this project, the term “facilities’ is inclusive of all Shire assets and
infrastructure, including buildings, formal recreational amenities, community playgrounds,
public artworks, tourist amenities, paths, roads, drainage systems, precinct signage, lighting
and other public amenities; as well as green spaces such as public open space, environmental
corridors, trails and other nature spaces, and streetscapes. The terms ‘facilities plan’ and
‘master plan’ can be considered to be interchangeable in this regard.

The accompanying final Plan report provides the textual component of the Plan, and includes
detailed information illustrating how background research, sound planning principles and
best practice asset management underpin the recommended facilities. This report provides
a link between information derived from the community consultation process and the
resultant Community Facilities Plan.

The culmination of the works undertaken provides the Shire of Dardanup with a researched
summary of community and stakeholder expectations together with proposals for
community facilities and other improvements that are based upon the study, together with
best planning and financial practices. The resulting Plan seeks to encourage visitors from
both within and outside the Ferguson Valley and Surrounds community and to support local
economic growth as well as community development.

Strategic Alignment

The Ferguson Valley and Surrounds Community Facilities Plan project meets the following
objectives of the Shire of Dardanup Strategic Community Plan:

e Strategy 2.3.1 - Delivery of a high level of Development & Regulatory Services that
considers the environmental, social and land use planning requirements which meets
the diverse community needs. (Service Priority: Flagship)

e Strategy 2.5.1 Develop, review and implement Townscape Plans. (Service Priority:
High)

e Strategy 2.6.1 - Provide a variety of places to live, work and play that meet the current
and future needs of the community. (Service Priority: Very High)

e Strategy 4.1.4 - Facilitate the provision of essential services and infrastructure to
support the growing community and local economy. (Service Priority: High)

e Strategy 4.2.3 - Foster and promote the Ferguson Valley as a tourism destination.
(Service Priority: Very High)
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Population & Demographic Growth

Facilities within the defined study area serve the interests of both those living in the Ferguson
Valley and surrounds areas as well as those residents from other localities within the Shire and
from other local government areas including the Shire of Harvey and City of Bunbury. The
facilities are also used by visitors from further afield, especially for tourism purposes.
Facilities within the Ferguson Valley and Surrounds area support a range of functions including
commercial, postal, educational, sporting / recreational and other social / cultural aspects.
The target population has been defined accordingly. The final Plan will take into consideration
the needs and wishes of all those who are identified as project stakeholders below.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2016 Census provides statistical information on the
separate Ferguson Valley and Surrounds areas. This data was taken into consideration in the
development of the Plan.

Summary population forecasts from Forecast ID for Shire of Dardanup areas, based on ABS
data, are included below. Note that the Shire’s rural areas have all been covered in the three
categories of Burekup and District, Dardanup — Picton East and Surrounds, and Wanju and that
this will include population statistics for the townsites of Burekup and Dardanup as well as for
the future city of Wanju.

Based on this, fhe greatest increase in population between 2016 and 2041 is projected to be
in Wanju — currently a rural land area, but planned for transformation into a bustling new
urban centre. Following this, the Dardanup — Picton East and Surrounds looks to be the next
biggest population growth area, which may be in part due to the expansion of the Dardanup
town centre and in the number of Dardanup West rural smallholdings.

Population summary oot [l et
Shie,1:Bapdanup Forecast year Change between 2016 and 2041
e & . = ‘ 2 » Avg.annual
Area 2016~ 2021~ 2026~ 2031~ 2036~ 2041~ Total change™ % change:
Shire of Dardanup 14,390 14,969 | 15,988 17,980 : 20,728 24,097 +9,707 +2.08
Burekup and District i 1,541 1,526 1,541 1,595 1,710 1,856 +315 +0.75
Dardanup - Picton East and Surrounds ‘ 1,602 1,584 ! 1626 1,831 2,076 2,317 +715 +1.49
Eaton (East) H 4379 4388 4,911 5,265 ! 5,583 5,725 i +1,346 : +1.08
Eaton (West) ‘ 4339 4318 ! 4377 i 4,460 4,565 4711 +372 +0.33
Millbridge i 2,459 3,084 3320 3,287 ¢ 3,236 3211 ¢ +752 +1.07
Wanju - 70 69 ! 213 | 1,541 3,558 6,278 +6,208 +19.70

Source: Populafion and household forecasts, 2016 to 2041, prepared by _id (informed decisions), October 2018

It should be noted that the data from the August 2021 Census was not available at the time of

finalisation of the Plan and accompanying report. This updated 2021 data should be
considered in any future reviews of the Plan and in the planning for significant projects for the
Shire’s rural areas.
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Existing Community Facilities and Environmental Areas

The main existing Shire facilities within the study area are located on the draft Plan.

Condition assessments of existing facilities are routinely undertaken by Shire Assets staff and
will be referenced in any planning and design of proposed and future improvements.

The key facilities in the Ferguson Valley and Surrounds (excluding facilities within the
townsites of Dardanup and Burekup) include:

Buildings / civic facilities
e Ferguson Hall — community use
e Waterloo Hall — community use
e Volunteer Bushfire Brigade Buildings at Ferguson, Upper Ferguson, Wellington Mill,
Dardanup West, Joshua / Crooked Brook and Waterloo
e Banksia Road Waste Transfer Station facility
e Dardanup cemetery

Roads and streetscapes
e Major Road linkages including the Forrest Highway, South Western Highway,
Boyanup-Picton Road, Ferguson Road and Waterloo Road
e Rural roads — sealed and unsealed

Public open space areas — limited provision in rural areas but includes:
e Wellington Mill open space, opposite fire station

Tourism and recreational facilities
e Gnomesville

Dardanup Equestrian Centre — leased to Dardanup Equestrian Club

e ‘Fergus the Bull’ artwork (Forrest Highway tourist bay)

e Crooked Brook Forest — DBCA

e Wellington Forest (including Discovery Forest) — DBCA

e  Wellington Dam area (south of Collie River) — DBCA

e KingJarrah Tree — DBCA

e Recreational trails — including walk trails, Mount Lennard Mountain Bike Trails, horse
bridle trails and private trails (not marked on this plan) — primarily DBCA

Note that while several of the above are managed by DBCA, they have been shown on the
Plan as they provide valuable opportunities to the community including facilities. There are
also numerous private tourism and hospitality venues in the study area as well as the
Dardanup Heritage Park.

Private commercial interests which are not readily accessible to the public do not form part of
this study and as such as not included in the Plan or Plan Report.

Environmental areas
The Ferguson Valley and Surrounds includes environmentally sensitive areas, including
National Park, State Forest and waterways. While these are primarily managed by others,
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including the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), it is important
to consider any potential environmental impacts when planning for all proposed and possible
future projects within the Shire, and to protect and preserve any environmentally sensitive
areas as a high priority wherever possible.

Dardanup Conservation Park (DCP) has been shown on the Plan but excluded from inclusion
as a community facility in the list above as its purpose is to to maintain and restore the natural
environment and to protect native flora and fauna. DCP is managed by DBCA, who have
advised that as the park contains no visitor facilities and/or amenities for tourism purposes
they are reluctant to promote access to the park. DBCA has advised that ‘DCP contains
significant biodiversity values, including fragile Whicher Scarp vegetation communities, which
are known to support priority flora species and threatened fauna. The Whicher Scarp
vegetation communities are considered to be poorly reserved with only 574ha of the pre-1750
extent remaining. This is well below the recommended 1500ha threshold for the retention of
remnant vegetation.’

Project Boundary

The overall study area encompasses all rural areas within the Shire of Dardanup that are not
covered by the following townsite facilities plans:

Burekup Community Facilities Plan — endorsed by Council on 26 August 2020;
Dardanup Community Facilities Plan — endorsed by Council on 24 February 2021;
Eaton / Millbridge Community Facilities Plan — draft plan is currently in progress.

The study area includes the rural localities of:
Ferguson Valley

Crooked Brook

Wellington Mill

Wellington Forest

Henty

Burekup (excluding Burekup townsite)
Waterloo

Paradise

Dardanup (excluding Dardanup townsite)
Dardanup West

These areas are shown in the below map.

Areas nominated as Wanju future urban expansion or Waterloo / East Picton future industrial
development areas are excluded from this study as they are subject to separate planning
mechanisms.
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Scope & Deliverables

A Project Team was formed to undertake the following deliverables. The outcomes of each
deliverable is outlined below:-

Plans and policies affecting the locality were considered in the development of the Plan.
These included the following:

e Structure Plans applicable to any expansion within the rural Shire areas,
e.g. Dardanup West structure plans;

e Existing Developer Contribution Plan;

e Greater Bunbury Region Scheme;

e Shire of Dardanup Local Planning Strategy;

e Shire of Dardanup Town Planning Scheme No.3;

e Expected growth in the area; and

e Any other relevant planning mechanisms.

The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) presented information
to Shire staff in August 2021 on their plans for the expansion of the recreational trails network
within DBCA managed land including the Wellington Forest. This overall network is being
developed under the name ‘Wambenger Trails.” The Shire deems that any development of
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trails by DBCA within and nearby the Shire of Dardanup area will improve the provision of
recreational facilities to Shire residents and visitors and is supportive of this initiative.

The development of the future proposed city of Wanju may have implications for the level of
facilities service provision in the study area of Ferguson Valley and Surrounds. Residents of
the Ferguson Valley and Surrounds areas may have new sporting and other facilities available
close by so all proposed future longer term projects may be subject to consideration of
feasibility with respect to the Wanju District Structure Plan and associated Planning
frameworks that are borne from it.

Land within the study area can be broadly categorised into the following uses:
e Ferguson Valley Tourism Area

e Nature Based Activities
e Food and Tourism
e Rural Small Holdings

This study excludes the following land use areas:
Urban areas (Eaton/Millbridge, Dardanup and Burekup)

Urban Expansion areas (Wanju)
Industrial Areas

Industrial Expansion - Waterloo

Much of the land is privately owned and managed, with the balance owned and managed by
the State, including by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA).

The land use areas are shown in the below map, which has been extracted from the Shire’s
‘2050 Vision’ document.
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Heritage significance of the study area

The Ferguson Valley and surrounds has a rich history. The local Aboriginal people, the
Noongars of the Bibbulmun nation, lived on and cared for the land for around 40,000 years.
Despite the disruption to their way of life on the land from the arrival of Euroepan settlers,
the Noongars remain the Traditional Owners of the land.

The locality of Ferguson, including a river in the area, were named after Dr John Ferguson
who was an early European property owner in the vicinity following his arrival in Western
Australiain 1842. Mr Thomas Little arrived to settle in the now townsite of Dardanup in 1852.
The Government sub-divided the land in the district for settlement and the townsite was
officially recognised in 1923. There are a number of heritage listed sites in the overall area.

Wellington Mill townsite was established in 1900 as a hub for the growing timber logging and
milling industry. It was connected to Dardanup by a spur railway line. The raised railway
alignment can still be seen through the centre of the Gnomesville site, where a bridge used
to cross the river. The main mill closed in 1919 and Wellington Mill was nearly all destroyed
in a fire in 1950.

Since European settlement, the Ferguson region has been used as cattle raising and dairying
country and wine production is now becoming common. The Ferguson Valley and nearby
Henty county have grown to both become increasingly popular tourist destinations, due to
their picturesque rural qualities and proximity to both Bunbury and the Wellington State
Forest and Dam.
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The Shire engaged the broader community by inviting comment on the draft plan through the
following channels:

Newspaper advertisement through the ‘Community News’ section and in the ‘Dardanup Times’
publication;

Placement of public notices in locations including both the Dardanup and Eaton Shire offices
and on local community noticeboards within the rural areas of the Shire;

Website and social media posts;

Hard copies, located in both the Eaton and Dardanup Shire offices;

Online engagement via ‘Connect’ —the Shire’s online tool using the Social Pin Point platform;
Direct correspondence with identified key external stakeholder agencies;

Requesting that Ferguson Valley Advisory Group members share the link to the engagement
with their networks;

Promotion in the Shire’s e-newsletter;

A direct mailout to 278 rural residence in the Shire, including a hard copy map and letter
inviting input to the consultation process;

Invitations to comment on the draft Plan were also sent to relevant agency stakeholders.

The detailed outcomes of the community engagement process, including Shire officer
comments in response to community comments, are included in the report at Appendix B.
The submissions table within this community engagement outcomes report includes
recommendations for which community ideas to include in the Plan, which ideas could be
addressed outside of the Plan (such as through maintenance requests) or which ideas are not
deemed feasible and therefore not recommended for inclusion in the Plan.

A review of the outcomes of the approximately eight week community engagement period,
which closed on 23 July 2021, helped to inform the amendments to the Plan.

Recommended Community Facilities

As at August 2021, the derivative list of proposed improvements from the draft Plan is as follows:



(Appendix ORD: 12.3.3C)

Possible timeframes for implementation are defined as follows:
Immediate - within 1 year (Year 1 - le. 2021-2022) *

Short term - between 1-4 years (Years 2 to 4) *

Medium term - between 5-10 vears (Years 5 to 10) *

Long term - possible future projects (in more than 10 years)

Projects requiring the cooperation of an external authority or group

Projects already included in the Shire's Asset Management Plans for implementation

s Projects that are subject to external funding such as grants

# Projects that arc subject to the coopceration of an external agency or group

All proposed and possible future improvements are subject to feasibility, approval and funding.

Delivery timeframes are subject to change, to reflect any decisions by Council resulting in priority changes.

Gnomesville - New Public Toilets and pathways

Waterloo Volunteer Bushfire Brigade - New building

Wellington Mill Volunteer Bushfire Brigade - New toilet / shower facility
Harris Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0.00 - 1.20 SLK

Pile Road - Widening / Reconstruction 5.66 - 7,99, 9.01 - 11.56 SLK
Henty Road - Reinstate Shoulders 2.5-5.5 SLK #

Henty Road - Reinstate Shoulders 8.0-11.0 SLK #

Venn Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0 - 2.22 SLK

PROPOSED SHORT TERM IMPROVEMENTS (Years 2-4) *
9 Ferguson Road - Widening / Reconstruction 13.56-19.56 SLK
10 Pile Rnad - Widening / Recanstruction 11 0-16 7R SIK §
1 Joshua Creek (Joshua Brook) Road - Widen gravel 9 - 9.71 SLK
12 Dowdell's Line Road - Widening / Reconstruction 3.85 - 5.69 SLK
13 Dardanup West Road - Widening / Reconstruction 1.01 - 2.97 SLK
14 Martin Pelusey Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0 - 2.40 SLK (MRWA BORR project)
15 BORR - intersecting local roads projects (MRWA BORR project)
PROPOSED MEDIUM TERM IMPROVEMENTS (Years 5-10)
16 Dardanup Bypass Road - Southern section (HV link) - Banksia Road to Dillon Road $
17 Dardanup West Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0-1.01 SLK $
18 Garvey Raad - Widening / Recanstruction 0 - 2 5 SLK
19 Ironstone Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0.00 - 1.10 SLK
20 Dowdell's Line Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0.03 - 2.07, 3.41 - 3.85 SLK
21 Crooked Brook Road - Widening / Reconstruction 10.02 - 10.53
22 Crooked Brook Road - Widening / Reconstruction 10.53 - 12.40 SLK
23 Recreation Road - Widening / Reconstruction 1.99 - 2.69 SLK
24 Damiani Italiano Road - Widen / Reconstruction 1.97 - 2.98 SLK
25 Harris Road - Widening / Reconstruction 5.76 - 7.44 SLK
26 Dillon Road - Widening / Reconstruction 0 - 1.35 SLK
27 Callie River Road - Widening / Recanstruction 0 - 1 61 SLK
28 Collie River Road - Widening / Reconstruction 1.61 - 4.43 SLK

PROPOSED LONG TERM IMPROVEMENTS {Beyond Year 10)
Joshua Creek {Joshua Brook) Road - Seal 0.0 - 2.20SLK # §
Joshua Creek {Joshua Brook) Road - Widen gravel 6.25-7.2 SLK §
Giumelli Road - Construct sealed road 2.30-4.18 SLK $

Giumelli Road - Widen and seal 0.0- 2.30 SLK # $

Panizza Road - Widen gravel 1.17 - 3.38 SLK §
OPPORTUNITIES - May require the co-operation of an external authority

Ferguson Valley potential scenic photo points (Henty and Ferguson roads) # $

Possible future picnic spot/s along Preston River, in Dardanup West - Location/s TBC # $

Ferguson Valley art trail - Location/s TBC# $

Dardanup Bypass Road - Waterloo to Banksia Road extension # $

MRWA BORR = Main Roads Western Australia - Bunbury Outer Ring Road
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All recommendations resulting from the community engagement process and associated
refinement process have been:

e |temised as new, upgrade / improvement to existing, or removal of existing;
o Represented graphically on the Plan through the use of colour coded numbers;

e Assigned a timeframe, being either short, medium or long term — or categorised
separately (in red) if they might be subject to the cooperation of an external agency;

e Highlighted on the list of improvements in the Plan with a symbol if they have already
been included in the Shire’s Asset Management Plans.

It should be noted that all proposed and possible future projects are subject to the relevant
approvals and funding. Projects which may be subject to feasibility or the cooperation of an
external agency or group have been highlighted as such on the plan.

Some projects have been included on the plan with an indicative location only, as this is still
to be determined. Feasibility investigations will also determine which might be the most
appropriate location for such a facility.

Costing of Community Facilities

Detailed costing of all recommendations does not form part of this Scope of Work. However, all
recommendations in the final Plan for projects to implement must be based upon sound financial
practices and considered in view of limited Shire resources.

Funding Opportunities

Possible funding sources for each recommendation will be identified as a part of determining the
project feasibility prior to the Shire committing to undertake the project. Some possible major
sources of funding might include Royalties for Regions and Lotterywest; road upgrade projects
could be funded by grant opportunities through the Regional Road Group (RRG) or the
Government’s Black Spot funding program. Any future improvements which relate to
environmental amenity could consider funding applications through the South West Catchments
Council. There will be other opportunities that the Shire will be able to investigate when required.
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