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COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 

Mr Richard Stacey - FCO Ferguson District 
Mr Chris Hynes - CBFCO Eaton Townsite District  
Mr Alan Charlton - DCFCO (South) FCO West Dardanup 
Mr Clay Rose - DCFCO (North) / FCO Burekup  
Mr Robert Drennan - FCO Waterloo District  
Mr Rod Bailey - FCO Upper Ferguson 
Mr Brendan Putt -  FCO Dardanup Central  
Mr Peter Robinson - FCO Joshua/Crooked Brook  
Mr Ian Bridge FCO Wellington Mill District  
 
 
Mr John Carter  – Representative Department of Fire & Emergency Services 
Representative - Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
 
Cr. T Gardiner  -  Elected Member  
Cr. M T Bennett   Elected Member (Deputy) 

 
 
STAFF MEMBERS 
 

Mrs Erin Hutchins - Coordinator – Ranger & Emergency Services 
Mr Murray Halden  - Senior Ranger 
Mrs Donna Bailye - Executive Governance Officer  
 

OBSERVER 
 

Mr Luke Botica  - Director Infrastructure 
Mrs Susan Oosthuizen  Director Sustainable Development  
Mr Brenton Scambler - Manager Development Services 
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COUNCIL ROLE 

 
Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of its community 

to another level of government / body /agency. 
 
Executive/Strategic    The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the Council eg. 

Adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, directing operations, 
setting and amending budgets. 

 
Legislative Includes adopting local laws, town planning schemes and policies. 
 
Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 
 
Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly affects a 

person’s rights and interests. The Judicial character arises from the 
obligations to abide by the principles of natural justice. 
 
Examples of Quasi-Judicial authority include town planning applications, 
building licences, applications for other permits/licences (eg: under 
Health Act, Dog Act or Local Laws) and other decisions that may be 
appealable to the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
“Any statement, comment or decision made at a Council or Committee meeting regarding any application 
for an approval, consent or licence, including a resolution of approval, is not effective as an approval of 
any application and must not be relied upon as such. 
 
Any person or entity that has an application before the Shire must obtain, and should only rely on, written 
notice of the Shire’s decision and any conditions attaching to the decision, and cannot treat as an approval 
anything said or done at a Council or Committee meeting. 
 
Any advice provided by an employee of the Shire on the operation of a written law, or the performance 
of a function by the Shire, is provided in the capacity of an employee, and to the best of that person’s 
knowledge and ability. It does not constitute, and should not be relied upon, as a legal advice or 
representation by the Shire. Any advice on a matter of law, or anything sought to be relied upon as a 
representation by the Shire should be sought in writing and should make clear the purpose of the 
request.”  
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Initiatives DFES has appointed a new Chaplain. Bushfire brigades will 
have access to this service. Also the wellness branch has 
counselling available to all members and families.  This is a 
confidential service and only the people seeking this service 
and the consultant will know about it.  
 
Any counselling sessions will not be revealed to anyone else. 
There are 6 Free sessions per member and family member.  
 
Thank you to the Shire of Dardanup for granting an Expenses 
budget for items outside the LGGS. 
 

Other News Melissa from WALGA attended our ROAC meeting recently 
and it was good to listen to her presentation on what WALGA 
is doing in regards to Emergency Management with Local 
Government.  Many items that were discussed at this meeting 
were similar to the issues that I had been raising. In Who is 
responsible for looking after the needs of CBFCO, DCBFCOs 
and FCOs as items for us are not eligible under the LGGS  
and what LG is responsible for in this space.  
 
We have a representative on a State operations group being 
Terry Hunter from Collie. In that group is Melissa from WALGA 
and the Commissioner and others from around the state.  
 
Items that I raised with Terry and WALGA will go to these 
meetings along with the ROAC meeting Minutes, to ensure 
that our items raised are acted on, and don’t just sit in the too 
hard pile.  
 
Land is being currently sort in Collie to build the new level 3 
Incident Control Centre. 
 
Forest Product Commission are buying up land east of Collie 
and out toward Boyup Brook, as there is an increased demand 
for pine and blue gum trees. 
  

 
Item/s For BFAC Discussion  
 
None. 

 
 
 
10.2 Title: Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions – Officer Report 
 
No Report. 
 
 
 
10.3 Title: Department of Fire & Emergency Services (DFES) – Mr John Carter 
 
No Report. 
 
 
 



AGENDA FOR THE BUSHFIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING TO BE HELD 29 OCTOBER 2019  

 

 

8 

10.4 Title: Bushfire Training Officer Report – Vacant 

 
No Report. 
 
 
 
10.5  Title: Burekup District Fire Control Officer Report – Mr Clay Rose 

  

Reporting Department: Burekup BFB 

Reporting Officer: Clay Rose 

(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
Activity Report Since Last BFAC Meeting 

 
Fire Call Outs  30-5-19 escape from control burn Yuill property corner 

SW Hwy & Rose Road , thanks to Waterloo brigade for 
their assistance. 

 4-6-19 Pile Rd escape from control burn . 

 5-6-19 Lenard Rd escape from control burn Rhyse 
Partridge property . Thanks to Waterloo brigade for 
assistance. 

 5-6-19 unattended unauthorised fire Clarke St Burekup 
town . 

 6-6-19 unattended pasture burn Alma Road Roelands. 

 6-1-19 escape from control burn Beela Road Olive Hill. 

Appliance and Equipment Good. 

Training Training; bi monthly in house training. One member passed 
HR licence . 

Meetings Held Committee meeting 17-8-19.  
Meeting with Shire staff regarding Burekup Community 
Facilities Plan .2-10-19. 
 

Membership – 
Recruitment/Resignation 

Nil. 
 

Concerns FIRS reports not appearing on monthly shire reports even 
though they are posted to ranger services & faxed to DEFS 
com centre. 
 
Shire failed to pass on  to brigade civil works  involving  new 
foot path at front of Station Russell Rd restricting access & exit 
to car park & station . 
 

Initiatives  Hydrants checked & marked 17-8-1 9. 

 Busy bee station garden & appliance 17-8-19.  

 Fund raiser sausage sizzle Bunnings - Treendale 16-9-19. 
 

Other News  1.4 Appliance attended RUI at Wellington Mills. 

 NBN Installed station 7-10-19. 
 

 
Item/s For BFAC Discussion 
 
None. 
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10.6 Title: Dardanup Central District Fire Control Officer Report – Mr Brendan Putt 

   

Reporting Department: Dardanup Central BFB 

Reporting Officer: Brendan Putt 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
Activity Report Since Last BFAC Meeting 
 

Fire Call Outs 7 Call outs since the last BFAC meeting, none recently. 
 

Appliance and Equipment We have no outstanding issues. 
Appliance had a light season last year 
 

Training About to start our summer program of training every 2nd 
week. 
 

Meetings Held Once a month - last one to complete PPE ordering and check 
equipment and clean the station. 
 

Membership – 
Recruitment/Resignation 

 Nick Italiano has recently completed his training. 

 Finn Dau has completed training, who is not 16 yet and 
trains with JCB fire Brigade and us.   I believe he will be 
able to come for mopping up no 000 calls. 

 
 

Concerns No internet connection at station, although computer laptop 
etc supplied two seasons ago.  This would greatly improve our 
ability to deliver training info to members and help out with 
admin. 
 

Initiatives Brigade recently organized a preseason get together at 
Potters Gorge, camping overnight.  It was a very successful 
event, which we plan to make a yearly event. 
 

Other News Nil. 
 

 
Item/s For BFAC Discussion 
 
1. Item One –Internet Connection  
 

We are currently waiting for a fixed line service to the station, which seems to be causing lots 
of problems for providers. Would recommend a prepaid mobile modem internet device 
instead so that all fire brigades could obtain internet quickly.  This can be achieved for as little 
as $30 per month and could be used in truck on fire calls for mapping etc  

 
Officer Comment – Mrs Erin Hutchins – Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services 
 
The roll put of NBN is currently underway for those Brigades that are serviceable.  

 
Dardanup West and Burekup Brigades have been installed, tested and are in use. 
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Dardanup Central is being installed on the 24th and completed by Telstra on November 4th. 
 
Waterloo will be delayed until the new building is up, otherwise there is an additional cost of $500 to 
have the service moved once the new building is in place and possibly a further $500 to have the 
service removed first if the existing building is being demolished. 
 
The remaining sites are only able to connect via satellite – this is still being investigated by the Shire. 
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10.7 Title:  Ferguson Fire Control Officer Report –Mr Richard Stacey 

   

Reporting Department: Ferguson BFB 

Reporting Officer: Richard Stacey 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
No Report. 
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10.8 Title:  Joshua Creek / Crooked Brook Fire Control Officer Report – Mr Peter Robinson 

   

Reporting Department: Joshua Creek / Crooked Brook BFB 

Reporting Officer: Peter Buck 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
Activity Report Since Last BFAC Meeting 
 

Fire Call Outs One callout, Boyanup-Picton Road, private burn got away, 
quickly under control. 
 

Appliance and Equipment New Equipment officer, AVL a bit late, apologies 
 

Training  Seniors: 4 sessions 

 Cadets:  9 sessions and activities 

 I attended the FCO course at Allanson. 

 RUI training great. 
 

Meetings Held Three committee meetings. 
 

Membership – 
Recruitment/Resignation 

Senior numbers stable. Likely new member, P Mazza. 
Cadets. A younger brother, 12yrs is keen.  
 

Concerns  Setting up the street captains.  

 Gaining greater engagement from locals. What is the 
trick?? 

 Revisiting the roster system.  

 Access to IFF and BFF for our cadets. 

 Group Calls not working for me and Paul R as yet. 
 

Initiatives  Planning an OPEN DAY /ARVO inviting all to drop in. Five 
minute fire chat etc. 

 Cadets conducted the Dog High Jumps at the Bull and 
Barrel Festival. 

 

Other News Nil. 

 

 
Item/s For BFAC Discussion 
 
None. 
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10.9  Title: Upper Ferguson District Fire Control Officer Report – Mr Rod Bailey 

   

Reporting Department: Upper Ferguson 

Reporting Officer: Rod Bailey 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
Activity Report Since Last BFAC Meeting 
 

Fire Call Outs We had 3 call outs since last meeting. 
 

Appliance and Equipment All in good operational condition. 
 

Training Have had 3 members complete structural training. 
 
Two Members require Driver Training to obtain the required 
Licence for appliance. 
 
Involved in the RUI at Wellington Mills well done to all. 
 

Meetings Held One since last AGM 
 

Membership – 
Recruitment/Resignation 

Nil. 
 

Concerns Nil. 
 

Initiatives Nil. 
 

Other News CCTV and TV being added the station from LGGS. 
 

 
 
Item/s For BFAC Discussion 
 
Item 1 Driver Training 
 
Officer Comment – Mrs Erin Hutchins – Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services 
 
Reference is made to the LGGS Manual for Capital and Operating Grants 2019/20 (page 64); 
 

The reimbursement of the costs associated with Volunteers obtaining appropriate class 

MVDL’s where a change to a Brigade/Units appliance or vehicle type requires a MVDL class 

upgrade (e.g. C to LR/MR or LR/MR to HR only). Costs include Dept. of Transport fees, and 

the cost of the assessment where a Licensed Driving Instructor is engaged. Note: Excludes the 

costs of volunteers obtaining initial MDVL’s.  

 
The Shire can make application to DFES to cover these costs, however, if unsuccessful the Brigade will 
need to cover this expense.   
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10.10 Title: Waterloo District Fire Control Officer Report –Mr Rob Drennan 

   

Reporting Department: Joshua Creek / Crooked Brook BFB 

Reporting Officer: Mr Rob Drennan 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
No Report. 
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10.11 Title: Wellington Mill District Fire Control Officer Report –Mr Ian Bridge 

   

Reporting Department: Wellington Mill BFB 

Reporting Officer: Ian Bridge 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
Activity Report Since Last BFAC Meeting 
 

Fire Call Outs 1 - Assist Parks and Wildlife. 
 

Appliance and Equipment Recent purchase of Seek Firepro Thermal Imaging Camera. 
 
Equipment Officer advises that he is waiting on confirmation 
of who will repair fault with our Appliance Intecom (cab to 
work platform). 
 

Training  Newest member has completed basic training in October. 

 One member has completed Structural Training. 

 5 Members completed First Aid training 

 In house equipment refresher training will take place first 
week of November. 

 

Meetings Held Regular monthly meetings until May and now recommenced, 
with our first meeting held on 7 October 
 

Membership – 
Recruitment/Resignation 

4 new prospective members have been approached. Awaiting 
their application forms. 
 

Concerns Poor radio communications were evident during our recent 
RUI exercise. Don’t understand why radio communications 
were so bad on this day. Radio checks conducted in our area 
last year showed good coverage. 
 
We have some absentee land holders in our area who are not 
maintaining their property and pose a fire risk to neighbors. 
 

Initiatives RUI conducted in our area in September where property 
defendable assessments were conducted also training 
exercise in asset protection techniques. 
 

Other News We have approval to proceed with a Roadside Burn (date to 
be confirmed). 
 
We will have conducted a burn to a pile on behalf of DFES. 
 
We will be doing a busy bee around the Fire Shed and 
equipment check prior to the Fire Season 
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Item/s For BFAC Discussion 
 
1. Item One – have we appointed an Appliance Servicing contractor? Any works on Appliances 

needs to be done during the winter months. 
 

Officer Comment – Mrs Erin Hutchins – Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services 
 

Refer Item 10.13 Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services Report – Mrs Erin Hutchins 
 
 
 
2. Item Two –Can we investigate a permanent solution to improve Radio Communications in 

our area. 
 

Officer Comment – Mrs Erin Hutchins – Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services 
 
The Shire will investigate ways to improve radio communications throughout the Shire.  

 
 

3. Item Three – what measures are in place to ensure that owners maintain their small 
landholding.  

 
Officer Comment – Mrs Erin Hutchins – Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services 
 
Rangers commence annual firebreak inspections from 1 December each year to ensure 
compliance with the Firebreak Prevention Order and ensure this is maintained until the close 
of the Restricted Burning Period. As part of the process, contractors are engaged in the event 
property owners do not adhere to the order and fail to make attempts upon notification from 
the Shire.   
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10.12 Title:  West Dardanup District Fire Control Officer Report – Mr Alan Charlton 

  

Reporting Department: West Dardanup Bush Fire Brigade 

Reporting Officer: Alan Charlton 

 
(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 

 
No Report 
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10.13 Title: Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services Report – Mrs Erin Hutchins 

 
Reporting Department: Shire of Dardanup 

Reporting Officer: Mrs Erin Hutchins – Coordinator Emergency & Ranger 
Services 

 
 
1. Appliances and Equipment Servicing 
 
The Shire of Dardanup Volunteer Bushfire Brigade appliances require annual servicing, and in 
conjunction with Department Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) stipulations, these rotate between 
an ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ service.  For continuity and vehicle history to be established with one service provider 
(one stop shop), a two year servicing contract was proposed and associated procurement plan 
developed.  
 
As per the Shire of Dardanup’s Procurement Policy, written quotations were sought from suppliers by 
a formal request for Quotation on Tenderlink.  Through this process, 86 suppliers in the ‘Fire’ category 
were notified. 
 
Only two respondents submitted written quotations by the required closing date. These were 
assessed and rated in accordance with the Shire of Dardanup procedures.  Submissions were received 
from South West Fire and Diesel Force.  South West Fire have been identified/rated as the preferred 
service provider to undertake the fleet servicing for 2019 – 2021. With approval from the CBFCO and 
DBFCO, servicing will now be scheduled in May 2020, however any urgent repairs will still be 
addressed. The two year contract will allow for a timelier schedule of servicing in the future.  
 
Information Only 
 
 
 
2. Roadside Burning  
 
As presented by Ben Anderson at item 4.1, the Shire has put together a Bushfire Risk Management 
Plan (BRMP) with the assistance of the Bushfire Risk Planning Coordinator (BRPC). The plan highlights 
areas of risk throughout the Shire, including roadside verges, regardless of tenure. The BRPC met with 
Chris Hynes - CBFCO and Ricky Southgate – DFES Bushfire Risk Planning Officer to discuss areas of high 
risk and enable them to be mapped using the Bushfire Risk Management System (BRMS). 
Subsequently, various mitigation measures such as burning, mechanical works, spraying etc., utilizing 
Mitigation Activity Funding (MAF), were considered to reduce the risk. Treatments will be prioritized 
based on the calculated risk level with ‘extreme’ areas managed in the first instance. The Shire has 
made application to MAF and are currently awaiting a response. 
 
The Bushfire Risk Management Plan (BRMP), endorsed by the Office of Bushfire Risk Management 
(OBRM)(Appendix BFAC 10.13A), is being presented for the Committee’s approval. Please find the plan 
attached at (Appendix BFAC: 10.13B). 
 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION &  
BUSHFIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

 
THAT the Bushfire Advisory Committee recommend that Council endorses the 
Bushfire Risk Management Plan as appended (Appendix BFAC: 10.13B). 
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5. Permit to Burn Process 
 
Shire of Dardanup officers, FCOs and Captains have been working on ways to improve the permit to 
burn process, in preparation for this fire season commencing 1 November 2019. 
 
Online applications for permits to burn have also been created and made available to the public via 
the Shire website. This will automatically notify FCOs as well as capture the location of issued or 
rejected permits in the Shire record keeping system and enable Rangers to access this information 
easily. Further, it will enable the location of permits that have been issued to be published on the Shire 
website. FCOs are required to advise the Shire of any additional permits issued outside of the online 
application process. 
 
Procedure PR119 – Permit to Set Fire to the Bush is being presented for the Committee’s approval. 
Please find the procedure attached at (Appendix BFAC: 10.13C). 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION &  
BUSHFIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 

THAT the Bushfire Advisory Committee endorse the procedure to set fire to the bush 
as provided for in the attached document, PR119 - Permit to Set Fire to the Bush 
(Appendix BFAC: 10.13C) to be effective as of 1 November 2019. 

 

 

 
6. Community Emergency Services Manager (CESM) 

 
At the Ordinary Council meeting of the 5 June 2019, the following was resolved by Council 

 
THAT Council: 

 

1. Approve the Chief Executive Officer to seek information and support from the Department of 

Fire & Emergency Services (DFES) for the creation of a Community Emergency Services 

Manager (CESM) position at the Shire. 

 

2. Request that the Chief Executive Officer report back to Council with:  

 

a) The information obtained from DFES in relation to a CESM; and. 

 

b) Any recommended budget allocations to be made for the appointment of a CESM.  

 

 
The Chief Executive Officer requested information from DFES, in relation to a CESM position for the 
Shire of Dardanup, on the 14 June 2019.  In this regard, the Shire has now received a response from 
DFES (Appendix BFAC: 10:13D), advising that there are currently no opportunities available for any 
Local Government and DFES shared positions. They further advise that the Shire remains a high priority 
and discussions will be instigated should future opportunities arise.  
 
Council also resolved on the 25 September 2019 to the following: 
 

THAT Council: 

 

1.  Acknowledges the advice from DFES with regards to a CESM positon within the 

Shire; 

 

2.  Request that the Chief Executive Officer write to DFES and request that they consider 

including a CESM position in their 2020/21 budget; and 
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3.  Update the Workforce Plan in relation to a possible CESM position should funding 

become available. 

 

 

 

7. Future Bushfire Advisory Committee (BFAC) Meetings 

 
To enable a consistent approach to Committee meetings of Council, it is proposed that the Bushfire 
Advisory Committee (BFAC) consider setting annual meeting dates. It is proposed that the BFAC 
meeting now be held on a Wednesday night in March, May and October, with firm dates to be advised. 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION &  
BUSHFIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 

THAT the Bushfire Advisory Committee agree to future Committee meetings being 
held on a Wednesday night in the months of March, May and October, effective as 
of March 2020. 
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10.14 Title: Firebreak Exemption – Senior Ranger – Mr Murray Halden 

 
Reporting Department: Shire of Dardanup 

Reporting Officer: Mr Murray Halden – Senior Ranger  

 
Consideration needs to be given for the following applications for exemption or variations to the fire 
prevention measures taken out by the following applicants in accordance with the Bush Fire Act 1954 
and pursuant to the Shire of Dardanup Fire Prevention Order. 
 
Request for Fire Break Exemptions received as follows. Submissions are provided for in (Appendix 
BFAC: 10.14) 
 
 


























