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This document is available in 
alternative formats,  upon request, 
at the Shire of Dardanup.

If you are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment:

Contact us through the National Relay Service:

TTY users phone 133 677 then ask for 08 9724 0000

Speak and Listen users phone 1300 555 727 then ask for 08 9724 0000

SMS Relay number 0423 677 767

Internet relay users connect to the Access Hub  

(www.beta.accesshub.gov.au) and then ask for 08 9724 0000.

If you need an interpreter:

Please contact TIS National on 131 450 and ask to be connected to the 
Shire of Dardanup on 08 9724 0000.

The Shire of Dardanup 
acknowledges the Noongar 

people as the traditional owners 
of the land upon which the shire  

is situated.   
In doing this, we recognise and 

respect their continuing culture 
and contribution they make to 

the life of this region and pay our 
respects to their elders, past, 

present and emerging.
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Community Profile and Strategic Community Plan 2018 -2028
The Shire of Dardanup is a local government area in the South West region of Western Australia, immediately to the east and southeast of the 
City of Bunbury and approximately 180 kilometres south of Perth. The Shire covers an area of 526.6 square kilometres, with a population 
of  14,686 (2021 census).

Eaton forms the largest part of the Shire of Dardanup’s rate base and commercial hub with a population of 8,700 (2021 census). 
The Shire’s main administration building is located in Eaton In 2024, the Shire of Dardanup will unveil the brand-new Eaton Civic Precinct, which 
will include the new Library, Administration, and Community Building. 
This precinct will also be the location for the Eaton Skatepark and Playground, Make-It Space, Eaton Football Pavilion, Eaton Fair Shopping Centre, 
and is conveniently situated just a short walk from other amenities like the Eaton Recreation and Sports Centre and the Eaton Softball Pavilion.

The Dardanup Town site is the Shire’s namesake and where the original Shire Administration centre was  located until its relocation to Eaton in 
1999. A sub-office presence is still maintained by the Shire of Dardanup which also contains public library facilities. Dardanup Town is a wonderful 
and engaged community of 550 people.

Burekup was originally developed as a timber town in the early part of the 20th Century. Burekup fronts the Perth to Bunbury railway and South 
West Highway. In 2021, Burekup was home to 591 residents.

Council’s Strategic Community Plan (2020 – 2030) captures the vision, values, aspirations and objectives for the future of the Shire of Dardanup. 
It is the foundation for Council’s corporate planning and resource allocation.

The Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan (CSCPP) incorporates relevant strategies from the Strategic Community Plan as its  
main strategies.

Objective 3: A safe and vibrant community which is inclusive and welcoming for all ages and interests.
3.4 To continue to be a safe and secure community.
3.4.1 To enable community safety and a sense of security.
3.4.2 Maintain appropriate emergency services and planning.
3.5 Our Community will be a healthy place to live.
3.5.1 To protect Public Health and Safety.

Objective 5: Provision and maintenance of facilities, infrastructure and services to promote the Shire as an attractive and desirable place to live. 
5.4 To be a Safe and Secure Community.
5.4.1 To support the community to feel safe and secure while using public open spaces, reserves and Council facilities.
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Introduction
What is a safe community?

A safe community is one in which all sectors of the community work together in a coordinated and collaborative way by forming partnerships to facilitate 
safety initiatives; manage safety risks; and reduce the fear of crime/harm. A key feature of a safe community is the creation of local networks (i.e., 
coalition of community, business, and government) that combine resources and interests to address local concerns about community safety and crime 
prevention in a coordinated and sustainable manner.

What is Local Governments Role in Crime Prevention?

The Shire of Dardanup plays an important leadership role in facilitating and establishing collaborative approaches and actions to optimise community 
safety and crime prevention. The Shire is a key player in assisting to facilitate multi-stakeholder involvement in community safety and crime prevention.

By reducing crime and anti-social behaviour through well-targeted interventions, crime prevention initiatives can contribute toto the overall wellbeing and 
development of successful communities.

How Does This Document Contribute to the State and Local Government Strategic Plans?

The intention is that the CSCPP is consistent with the WA Police Crime Prevention Strategies and links directly with the WA Police Crime Prevention and 
Community Liaison Unit. The vision of the Crime Prevention Strategy is to make communities throughout Western Australia safer through targeted, 
coordinated and consultative initiatives that reduce, and prevent crime. Of the 139 local governments in WA, 133 have a CSCPP.

Why do we need a Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan? 

While judicial and law enforcement roles are the jurisdiction of federal and state government, local government is an active facilitator of collaboration at 
the local level between federal government, state government and community organisations on issues of community safety and crime prevention. 

This Plan details how the Shire intends to enhance community safety and perceptions of safety; to assist in the prevention of crime; to coordinate actions 
to increase actual and perceived safety; and outline how community safety outcomes will be incorporated within the Shire’s community programs, 
services, projects, events, and facilities into the future. The Plan identifies priorities in community safety and crime prevention and directs efforts for 
building partnerships with key organisations, groups, and individuals. It is also providing for a multi-disciplinary approach to address safety issues that may 
impact upon our community.
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This Plan details how the Shire  intends to enhance community safety and perceptions of safety; to assist in the prevention of crime; to coordinate 
actions to increase actual and perceived safety; and outline how community safety outcomes will be incorporated within the City’s community 
programs, services, projects, events, and facilities into the future. 
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Shire of Dardanup Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan 2023 - 

Background

The plan identifies community safety and crime prevention priorities for the Shire of Dardanup, 
and the strategies that will meet these objectives.   The CSCPP is delivered over a five (5) year 
period. Each five (5) year cycle of action responds to the priority needs of the time, and takes 
the program to a new level.

Plan Objectives

The objectives of the CSCPP are to:

Sustain a partnership between the Shire of Dardanup, State Government agencies, the 
community and businesses to work towards community safety outcomes.

Identify community safety and crime prevention priorities for the Shire of Dardanup by giving 
consideration to statistics on criminal and antisocial activity;

• Adopting programs/activities promoting safe communities; and
• Develop a Local Action Plan to address identified community safety and crime prevention 
strategies over a five-year period which is to be reviewed on an annual basis.

Defining Community Safety and Crime Prevention:
Community safety refers to ‘quality of life’ where a high level of community safety enables 
residents to pursue all aspects of their lives without fear or hindrance from crime and disorder. 
Community safety and crime prevention tackles issues that are both real and perceived, and as 
such, includes addressing the fear of crime.

Crime Prevention can be categorised as primary, secondary or tertiary:
Primary crime prevention is targeted at changing the environmental conditions that provide 
opportunities for the occurrence of criminal or antisocial acts – directed at stopping a problem 
before it happens. (Australian Institute of Criminology 2012).

Secondary crime prevention is the early identification of potential offenders by intervening, 
seeking to prevent the criminal or antisocial behaviour from occurring - seeks to change people 
who are at high risk of committing crime. (Australian Institute of Criminology 2012).

Tertiary crime prevention targets offenders and involves interventions to stop further offending 
– focuses on intervening in the lives of known offenders to stop them reoffending. (Australian 
Institute of Criminology 2012).

Crime Prevention is a combined approach of many agencies including police, 
emergency services, Government agencies and the general community.

Community Safety & Crime       
Prevention  Plan Objectives

5
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Hospitalisations and Injury Profile
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Injury accounted 
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Fast Facts 2017 to 2021:

Contact Injury Matters:

Hospitalisations by injury category (2017-2021),
expressed as ASR per 100,000 and total number.

Total number of fatalities per injury area (2016-2020)

Notes:
Hospitalisation data refers to principal diagnosis ICD-10-AM codes of S00-T98 and Emergency Department 
presentations with a major diagnostic block of; 1, 1C, 2A, 2B and 2BA.

*Numbers less than 5 have been suppressed to protect privacy and data confidentiality. When the number of cases is 
less than 20, rates are not presented as they are not reliable.

ASR (age standardised rates) represents the rate of hospitalisations per 100,000 person years standardised to the 
Australian 2001 standard population.    

Reference:
Data was generated in June 2023 from the WA Hospital Morbidity Data System (2017-2021) and the WA dataset from 
ABS and the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages (2016-2020) by the Epidemiology Branch, Department of Health 
WA. 
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Demographics and Socio Economic Indicators

The Shire of Dardanup is a fast-growing Western Australian Local Government area with a mix of urban and rural districts and a total current population 
of 14,686 residents (2021 census). The area consists of one urban town, Eaton which lies on the outskirts of the City of Bunbury. There are also two rural 
town sites being Burekup and Dardanup, these town sites are also surrounded by nine smaller localities. There is approximately 868 businesses registered 
with in the Shire of Dardanup (2022ABS Data).

There are four public primary schools and one private primary school located within the Shire of Dardanup. There is only one public high school located in 
Eaton, currently catering for studentsup to Year 12. Some high school students catch buses to Bunbury or Australind High Schools.

The establishment of Bethanie Fields and Bethanie Esprit Lifestyle Villages, along with their accompanying Aged Care facilities, has drawn a significant 
number of elderly residents to the region. According to the 2021 Census data, nearly 38% of the local population is now aged 55 and above, marking a 
substantial increase from the 22% recorded in the 2016 Census. This demographic shift underscores the growing presence of an aging population and 
highlights the increased demand for enhanced security and community safety measures.

Breakdown into community profile ages as per 2021 Census data:

Age Numbers
0 - 4 954
5 - 9 1,056
10 - 14 983
15 - 19 842
20 - 29 1,557
30 - 39 1,940
40 - 49 1,815
50 - 59 1,905
60 - 69 1,668
70 - 79 1235
80 - 84 396
85 Plus 347
TOTAL 14,698
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Education / Developmental Vulnerability and Safety of Our Children
There is a strong association between early developmental issues in children and future offending behaviour.

The Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) is a population-based measure of children’s development as they enter their first year of full-time school.

The AEDC measures five areas or ‘domains’ of early childhood development from information collected through a teacher-completed instrument:

• physical health and wellbeing – measures children’s physical readiness for the school day, physical independence and gross and fine motor skills;
• social competence – measures children’s overall social competence, responsibility and respect, approaches to learning and readiness to explore   
 new things;
• emotional maturity – measures children’s pro-social and helping behaviour, anxious and fearful behaviour, aggressive behaviour and hyperactivity   
 and inattention;
• language and cognitive skills (school-based) – measures children’s basic literacy, interest in literacy, numeracy and memory, advanced literacy and   
 basic numeracy;
• communication skills and general knowledge – measures children’s communication skills; and In the Shire of Dardanup there are 21.5 percent of   
 children developmentally vulnerable on one or more domains and 11.7 percent developmentally vulnerable on two of more domains. 

Graph: Trends in developmentally vulnerable on one or more domain(s) and two or more 
domain(s) - Shire of Dardanup

Graph: Percentage of children developmentally vulnerable in 2021 comparison with  
Western Australia and Australia.

The Eaton Community College is located within the heart of Eaton. The school has a range of students from a variety of backgrounds and cultures.

There is a significant social disadvantage, with 80% of students at the college in the bottom 50% distribution on the Index of Community Socio-Economic 
Advantage (ICSEA) in 2022. Only 4% of students fall within the top 25% distribution on this index. 

In 2018 the State Government accepted or accepted in principle, all 310 recommendations from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse (Royal Commission) applicable to Western Australia.

The Royal Commission acknowledged the role that local governments play in creating and maintaining child safety in their communities and made a number 
of recommendations aimed at using this role to promote the safety and wellbeing of children and young people.
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Other Social , Health and Safety Determinants 
Alcohol

The misuse of alcohol contributes to a wide range of social, physical and mental health concerns, including alcohol-related crimes such as assault, drink-
driving, injury and domestic violence. Alcohol related hospitalisations in the Great Bunbury region are increasing, and are significantly higher than those of 
the State and Nation. (WAPHA Country WA Needs Assessment 2022-2024)

Drugs

It has been documented that calls for assistance in relation to methamphetamine use has increased significantly in the Greater Bunbury region and are higher 
than those of the State and National. Opioids continued to be the largest overall drug group identified in drug-induced deaths with the Greater Bunbury 
Region having the second highest rate for unintentional drug-induced deaths In WA (WAPHA Country WA Needs Assessment 2022-2024).

Community Crime Profile

The Community Crime profile for the Shire of Dardanup from the Office of Crime Prevention is used to provide background information and crime data for the 
area, comparisons and long term trends. Further in the plan are statistics for 2018 to 2023 for Burekup, Eaton, Ferguson Valley and Dardanup.

As the Shire has a decreasing and relatively low rate of criminal activity occurring compared to the State, this plan is working to increase the protective factors 
within the community in the short or long term by reducing the opportunities for anti-social behaviour to develop in the first place.

Feedback from the Shire of Dardanup 2022 Community Satisfaction Survey indicates that Community safety remains one of the top two (2) priorities for 
residents in the Shire of Dardanup.

Disability

There are approximately 3,006 Shire of Dardanup residents who identify as having a long-term health condition, 994 residents who identify as having two (2) 
or more long-term health conditions and 455 who identify as having three (3) or more long-term health conditions. Further, there are 770 residents who need 
assistance with core activities. 

Fire Safety

The Shire of Dardanup provides support to the 8 Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades within its district. A number of community volunteers give their time freely by 
being members of the Burekup, Dardanup Central, Ferguson, Upper Ferguson, Joshua-Crooked Brook, Waterloo and Wellington Mills brigades.

They provide an important service, with communities being reliant on them to protect life and property against many hazards including bushfire. Just as 
importantly, they dedicate their time in participating in fire prevention and education activities, reducing the risk of bushfire to their community.
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Local WAPOL Crime Statistics
Eaton 

*Including Millbridge
Dardanup

* Including Dardanup West, Para-
dise, Picton East

Burekup 
*Including Waterloo

Ferguson Valley
*Including Henty, Crooked Brook, 

Ferguson, Wellington Mill

20 / 21 21 / 22 22 / 23 20 / 21 21 / 22 22 / 23 20 / 21 21 / 22 22 / 23 20 / 21 21 / 22 22 / 23

Homicide 1   1      

Sexual Offences 29 31 10 2 17 3  1  1

Assault (Family) 53 72 38  7 7 4 1 1

Assault (Non-Family) 23 27 29 2 2 1    

Threatening Behaviour (Family) 5 4 8 1      1

Threatening Behaviour (Non-Family) 7 13 10 1      

Robbery 1 3 1    1 1  

Dwelling Burglary 20 19 15 3 3 1 3 2 2 1 1

Non-Dwelling Burglary 3 4 7 2 4 3 3 6 3 4 1

Stealing of Motor Vehicle 10 11 13 3 5 1  2 3

Stealing 100 125 121 10 14 14 3 14 7 5 2 4

Property Damage 55 75 54 1 2 2 1 2 2

Arson 2 5 4 3     1

Drug Offences 50 74 52 9 2 9    

Graffiti 3 4 5   1 2   1

Fraud & Related Offences 4 7 9 1 1 2   1 1

Breach of Violence Restraint Order 37 23 17 5  4 2  2

Notes: 
The above statistics represent the following years: Column one 2020/2021, Column two 2021/2022 and Column three 2022/2023.
- Crime statistics are extracted quarterly from the WA Police Force Incident Management System. Crime statistics are provisional and  
 subject to change.
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Community Safety and Local Action Plan

Strategy Task Shire Involvement Timeline

To continue to be a safe and secure community.

To enable community safety and a sense of 
security.
 

Continue to investigate the need for a CCTV Strategy to align with Shire of 
Dardanup Policy No CP022.

Planner Yearly

Promote community led crime prevention activities such as CampMapWA to 
encourage 

Planner, and/or Provider Yearly

Continue to consider Crime Prevention through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles into the planning and design of all new Shire owned 
facilities to improve natural surveillance, natural access control and 
maintenance to lessen or prevent the perception and actual incidence of 
crime.

Planner, Supporter and/or 
Provider

Yearly

Support Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) principles e.g., investigate additional lighting in public spaces 
and tree trimming to be carried out as required.

Planner, Partner Yearly

Collaborate with WA Police Community Engagement 
Division, local Policing teams and neighbouring local governments to deliver 
home safety initiatives and/or forums

Partner Yearly

To incorporate design elements which help to activate public open space 
and promote the gathering of people from diverse demographics, such as 
community art projects and multi- generational recreation areas, as funding 
permits.

Planner, Supporter and/or 
Provider

Yearly
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Strategy and actions for the future

Strategy Task Shire Involvement Timeline

To collaborate and increase awareness of 
emergency services and planning in our 
community.

Maintain appropriate emergency services and 
planning. 

Increase community awareness  of home safety by sharing relevant content from 
WA  Police, Crime Stoppers WA and other stakeholders via the Shire’s website, 
social media platforms, print media, variable message boards, merchandise, and 
appropriate communication channels.

Supporter, 
Partner, and/or 
Provider

Yearly

Raise awareness about the importance of and correct methods for reporting crime 
and the direct link between crime prevention and WAPOL.

Supporter, 
Partner, and/or 
Provider

Yearly

Continue to work with the  WA Police, neighbouring local government authorities 
and other appropriate stakeholders to undertake community awareness campaigns 
to reduce thefts of bikes and scooters in identified hotspots.

Supporter, 
Partner, and/or 
Provider

Quarterly

Continue to work closely with the Australind and Capel Police Stations and 
Department of Communities (Housing) to address social determinants of health and 
safety.

Supporter, Partner As appropriate

Work with the local emergency services providers to ensure collaboration and 
participation in advocacy for appropriate resourcing in our region.

Supporter, Partner As appropriate

The Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) advise and assist the Shire 
of Dardanup in ensuring that local emergency management arrangements are 
established.

The State’s recovery activities are underpinned by the State Emergency 
Management Act 2005 (the EM Act) and the State Emergency Management Policy 
and Plan.

Supporter, 
Partner, and/or 
Provider

Bi-Annually
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Strategy and actions for the future
Strategy Task Shire Involvement Timeline

To address anti-social behaviour within the 
community, particularly in Shire public places 
and facilities. 

Our Community will be a healthy place to live.

Work collaboratively with local schools and youth organisations to create 
ownership and a sense of community pride within our youth.

Supporter, Partner, 
and/or Provider

Yearly

Incorporating the use of lighting and CCTV cameras where appropriate during 
the construction of new facilities and developments.

Supporter, Partner, 
and/or Provider

Yearly

Promote programs and services offered by Road Trauma Western 
Australia, KidSafe and the Injury Control Council WA

Supporter As appropriate

Work with the WA Police Graffiti Team to promote information to the 
community and local businesses on preventing graffiti vandalism and 
maintaining timely removal of graffiti.

Supporter, Partner As appropriate

Support and participate in local and regional campaigns where appropriate i.e. 
Mental Health, Road safety, Drugs and Alcohol.

Supporter, Partner Yearly

Strategy Task Shire Involvement Timeline

To support the community to feel safe and 
secure while using public open spaces, reserves 
and Council facilities.
 
To protect Public Health and Safety.

Raise awareness within the community to better understand the relationship 
between crime prevention and urban design and what can be done to increase 
personal safety.

Supporter, Partner, 
and/or Provider

Yearly

Continue to implement the Shire’s Bike and Pathways Plan to improve safety for 
pedestrians, road users and cyclists

Supporter, Partner, 
and/or Provider

Yearly
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Strategy and actions for the future

Strategy Task Shire Involvement Timeline

To promote community pride and vibrancy.

Promote community cohesion
 

Continue support for community run events such as Australia Day 
Breakfasts (Eaton, Burekup and Dardanup), Eaton Foreshore Festival, Art 
Spectacular, the Bull and Barrel Festival and more.

Supporter, Partner, 
and/or Provider

Yearly

Continue to promote and administer:
- Citizenship Ceremonies
- Reconcilliation Plan and Initiatives
- Early Learning and Development Strategies and Initiatives
- Community Disability Access and Inclusion Plans and Initiatives
- Youth Engagement Strategies

Supporter, 
Partner, and/or Provider

Yearly

Promote and deliver community events such as Harmony Day, NAIDOC 
week, Youth Week, Seniors Week and more.

Supporter, 
Partner, and/or Provider

Yearly
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Acronyms and Abbreviations used in this Plan
ABS  Australian Bureau of Statistics
AOD  Alcohol and other Drugs
CCTV  Closed Circuit Television
CPTED  Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
CPTEDM Crime Prevention through Environmental Design Management
CSCPP  Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan
DCS  Department of Corrective Services
EH  Environmental Health
NAIDOC National Aboriginal and Islanders Day Observance Committee
NHW  Neighborhood Watch
WAPHA WA Primary Health Alliance

More information
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Neighbourhood Watch

Neighbourhood Watch is a long-standing community based program aimed at encouraging neighbours to work together 

to reduce crime and make their communities safer. Neighbourhood Watch partners with local governments and the wider 

community to create networks, educate the public on home-safety and provide a platform for WAPOL to link with local 

communities. For more information email Neighbourhood Watch, call 9222 1513 or visit www.nhw.wa.gov.au.

Cam-Map WA

Cam-Map WA is a comprehensive database of all voluntarily registered CCTV systems across Western Australia.

This publicly accessed platform allows owners and operators of CCTV systems to self-register onto a secure database 

operated by the Western Australia Police Force.

Accurate knowledge of the locations of CCTV systems will assist WA Police to investigate incidents in order to improve 

community safety. To register your CCTV, please visit: https://cam-mapwa.police.wa.gov.au/
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Please reach out to a local councillor or the 
responsible officer at Shire of Dardanup to 
share your thoughts and ideas.

Connect and celebrate with 
us as we journey to a healthy, 
self-sufficient and sustainable 
community.

In person:  1 Council Drive, Eaton 6232 

Phone: (08) 9724 0000

Email: records@dardanup.wa.gov.au 

www.dardanup.wa.gov.au


